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VERNE GAGNE AT HOME 


wee. or allt ‘ 3 
A.W.A. World’s Heavyweight Champion Verne Ga 


Mound, Minnesota. 
A 


gne and his wife Mary enjoy the comfort of their spacious home in 


Ste 


=e ies 
The Gagne dining room is often the scene of a gracious 


Mary enjoys cooking and arranging dinner parties for her 
well-known husband, and his numerous friends and *! 
business acquantances. She is at home in the kitchen, inner party. 


and her delicious meals attest to her culinary skills. WRESTLING MAGAZINE 5 


VERNE GAGNE 
AT HOME 
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Verne and Mary discuss household affairs, an estate the size of The Gagne’s 
requires constant supervision. =o 


A quiet moment spent in the master 
bedroom which looks out over Lake 
Minnetonka. 


A natural stone fireplace is the focal point of the glamorous Gagne living 
room. The entire house was decorated by Mary herself. 
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Greg Gagne checks on his mother’s 
exercise program. Mary tries to 
“ride” several miles daily. 
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an - —_—— —— . 1... Verne checks his muscle tone in a mirror as he does sets 
A daily ritual for the champion is working out in his with his dumbbells. 


personal gym. 


se a * Ba e sauna, located right off from the gym, is often put to 
Realizing that conditioning is the secret to sucess, Verne 20d use by the champ. 


spends many hours daily training. WRESTLING MAGAZINE 7 


HULK HOGAN AND TONY “Mr. USA” ATLAS 
COLLIDE IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL 


By Frank Young 


Tony Atlas and Hulk Hogan have begun 
a new and bitter feud in the east coast. 
Recently on television, Atlas was asked by 
commentator Vince McMahon Jr. to do 
some posing for the viewing audience. 
Unfortunately, Hogan was part of that 
audience as he watched disgusted from his 
dressing room. Hulk proceeded to in- 
terrupt Atlas and rudely shoved the native 
of Roanoke, Va. while calling him a 
“BROWN CLOWN” totally insulting the 
heritage of the proud Atlas. To add insult 
to injury, Hogan went on to challenge Mr. 
U.S.A. to a match right there and jumped 
into the ring. Atlas never having backed 
down before, followed, but was caught off- 
guard as Hogan assaulted him with kicks, 
punches, etc. 

The muscular blond from Venice Beach, 
California went on to demolish Atlas by 
dropping him on the ropes groin first. This 
unbelievable event left Atlas injured and 
millions of fans shocked! Happily flexing 
his muscles, Hogan just parted for the 
dressing room. 

After recovering from the attack, Atlas 
vowed revenge and promoter Phil Zacko 
obliged him by signing the Atlas-Hogan 
match for the Capital Centre in 
Washington, D.C. When the word got out 
announcing the match, tickets started to 
sell incredibly fast. The day of the match, 
there were barely any tickets left for this 
great event as near 19,000 enthusiastic 
fans packed this major sports arena. Both 
wrestlers, whom had been trying to out 
psyche one another on recent T.V. in- 
terviews were now ready for combat. 

The massive, ever confident Hulk Hogan 
was the first to emerge from the dressing 
room, and despite the large chorus of boos, 
Hulk knew that everyone's attention was 
focused on ‘this 6’9’’ 320 lb. muscle 
machine. Tony Atlas followed and he was 
accompanied by a blare of cheers. 

These two titans were set for action, 
ever so determined to prove who was 
superior in strength and wrestling ability. 
As the bell rang, the two contenders locked 
up in the middle of the ring trying to throw 
one another into the corner. Hulk, 
gathering all his strangth was successful 
in shoving Atlas violently into the turn- 
buckle. This set the tempo for the first ten 
minutes of the match where it would be a 
long test of strength. Finally when tem- 
pers flared and neither man could contain 
his hatred any longer, the rule book went 
flying out the window. Atlas, irritated as a 
result of being overmatched in strength 
was now. seeking revenge for all the 


humiliation suffered at the hands of one_ 


Hulk Hogan. As for the Hulk, the obsession 
of injuring the popular black star was his 
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only motivation. 

Control of the bout swayed back and 
forth with most of the good breaks 
favoring Hulk Hogan. Chinlocks, 
headlocks, armlocks, and any other power 
moves just were not too successful for 
either man. Hogan was becoming 
dangerously violent as Atlas was 
weakened by a series of kicks, forearms 
and other assorted bone-crunching 
maneuvers. 

However, with most of the huge crowd 


“behind him, Atlas started to mount an 


attack, startling the Hulk. Coming back 
with his own brand of punishment, Atlas 
left Hogan a very dazed and confused 
grappler. In desperation, Hulk seized 
Atlas and lifted him up as he attempted to 
once again injure him by dropping the 
wrestler spread eagled on the ropes. Atlas, 
yet expecting this move, braced himself 
and escaped injury. Now, with Hogan’s 
game plan completely shattered, the 
popular Atlas delivered a barrage of 
dropkicks, forearms and even brawling. 
Hogan, however, was able to maintain his 
poise and absorb the punishment. 
Enraged, though, Tony got carried away 
and decided to use Hulk’s own moves in an 
ae 


attempt to injure him. Blinded by anger, 


Atlas picked Hogan up and dumped him 
right on the ropes, much in the same 
fashion Hogan uses himself. The bell rang, 
ending the match. The referee, sighting 
this blatant violation of the rules, 
disqualified Tony Atlas, and awarded the 
decision to the Incredible Hulk Hogan. 
Atlas let his temper get the best of him, 
thus costing him the match. 

Hogan, despite being victorious, at- 
tacked Atlas after the official an- 
nouncement, and set him up to apply the 
patented “Hogan Hammer’’. Hulk missed, 
however, when Atlas ducked the attempt, 
and rebounded off the ropes delivering a 
perfect dropkick to the chin, clearing 
Hogan from the ring. That was enough for 
Hulk, as he left for the dressing room. 

So, this first meeting between these two 
huge wrestlers probably won’t be the last. 
Hogan and Atlas are so evenly matched, 
that if they were to wrestle 20 times there 
still probably would not be a clear cut 
winner, Hogan has defeated Atlas this 
time, but he better beware that he has a 
true arch enemy just waiting to turn the 
tables on him in another action packed 
match, in front of another full house!! 


HOGAN AND ATLAS MEET IN TORRID REMATCH 
IN MADISON SQUARE GARDEN By George Napolitano 


ema A aetna aineene a 


The rematch between Atlas and Hogan in MS.G. was e Hulk has “Mr. USA” reeling on the ropes with his 
another hard fought battle, here Tony uses a headlock. roughhouse tactics. 
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Hogan looks like he is on the way to victory, he was pinned under controvers | circumstances. We will have a more in- 


depth report on this incident in a future issue. WRESTLING MAGAZINE 9 


STEVE O VS. KEVIN SULLIVAN FOR 
THE NATIONAL TELEVISION CHAMPIONSHIP 


By Mike Gratchner 


The crowd ¥ was behind the popular young mat star 110% 


Kevin Sullivan listens to the boos of the crowd as he as he tried to lift the belt from the now hated Sullivan, who 
prepares to defend his title against Steve in Atlanta's had earned everyone's ire when he captured the title by 
Brink: using a cheap-shot to topple Steve Keirn. 


4 udweiser §S : ae 
Steve Oo twists Kevin Sullivan's arm. Although both men are experts. at sc Sullivan wanted to brawl, so 
Steve O got little chance to make use of his basic wrestling skills when har clshed in The Omni. 
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One of Sullivan's most effective tactics during the match was to throw Steve inthe ropes and then nail himin the small 
of the back as he rebounded. 
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Sullivan took it upon himself to kick Keirn who was at 

ringside. He was paid back when Steve returned the favor 

by tripping him as he bounced off the ropes, O capitalized 
sg on the moment to gain a pin and the title. 


he belts Kevin. WRESTLING MAGAZINE 11 


MARIETTA TITLE 
REMATCH ACTION 


att 4 on vets 7% 3 4 
Steve holds Kevin at his mercy during a rematch that was 
wrestled in Marietta, Georgia. 


yim} si ody ee SE 
Sullivan, who had an advantage in strength, needed all his 
might to escape this hold. 
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een “palin niga wed ONG io the ‘steel They continue to battle outside the ring. Steve once more 


was the victor, but Sullivan lodged a protest claiming that 
at ; it was Steve Keirn’s interference once more that turned 
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ITS THE YEAR OF THE BIRDS 


1981 according to the Chinese calendar is 
the Year of the rooster, or more commonly 
called the Year of the bird, the Freebirds, 
that is. Why since the Fabulous Freebirds 
have winged their flight south for the 
winter (and summer), this place has 
turned topsy turvy with Freebird Fan- 
tasia. It’s incredible to believe that while 
the Freebirds boasted and toasted 
themselves before millions of Georgia 
wrestling fans, they did exactly what they 
said they'd do. Within a few short weeks 
the sometimes gruesome threesome 
proudly donned the Georgia Championship 
belts. 

The dynamic trio consists of Michael 
Hayes who bills himself from Pensacola, 
Florida, and is an absolute knockout of an 
attraction. Most women would gladly die 
just to know his secret at keeping his hair 
so manageable. Terry Gordy, two-hundred 
and seventy pounds, is the heftier of the 
gang and acts as a protector of sorts for 
the entourage. Very few men would sen- 
sibly try to go around or through Terry. 
And Buddy Roberts is the short, cute and 
often sassy component that is so fast I’m 
not sure it’s legal. 

As individuals they are super athletes 
and excellent wrestlers, but as a com- 
bination they are unbelievable. And 
everything is going their way. Losing is not 
a word in their vocabulary. To the 
Freebirds, winning is a way of life, to 
which there is no alternative. Obstacles 
such as momentary losses are just that. . 
-momentary. They are brushed to the side 
without a second glance as the birds fly to 
newer horizons. 

Since the Georgia Tag Team Cham- 
pionship was earned by this superb team, 
they have been challenged by friend and 
foe alike. Ted DiBiase and Robert Fuller 
have proven to be the most serious un- 
dertaking in the area thus far. They are 
very much out to strip the Freebirds of 
their title and probably a few feathers in 
the process from what I gather. 

Recently Fuller placed his 1981 Lincoln 
Continental on the line to be granted a title 
match with the laughing teamsters. 
Needless to say, poor Robert has been 
riding with Ted when he has to wrestle. Of 
course there was indeed some trauma 
during this match in which Michael Hayes, 
a very excitable man, jumped into the ring 
and aided in the victory. 

A short week later, feeling a little low 
and self sacrificing, Ted took it upon 
himself to place his $15000 against the 


Freebirds and their newly owned Lincoln 


Continental. There was one minor 
stipulation. Michael Hayes was to be 
handcuffed at ringside to the Junkyard 
Dog, a man I’m sure the Freebirds 
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remember quite well from New Orleans. 

The match took place at the Omni before 
a near sellout crowd. Both teams were 
able to gain an advantage and the match 
seemed to be quite an even dual. But as 
usual, none of the usual things happened to 
end the bout. Michael, a bit traumatized, 
struggled his way to the apron of the mat, 
pulling alongside him a maddened 
Junkyard Dog. Michael’s attempts to 
encourage his cohorts were thwarted 
however, when the Junkyard Dog hit a 
stunned Buddy Roberts sending him to the 
mat in a cold stupor. A count of three 
signified the end of the match as Robert 
Fuller pinned a still confused Buddy 
Roberts. 

“That isn’t really a major point,” I’m 
reminded by Michael, in reference to their 
recent defeat. “‘A pinned man is a man 
that gets up, but a beaten man is never the 
same,” he confessed to me later as he 
brushed a hand through his flowing blond 
hair. 

The Freebirds are eager to maintain the 
championship, and quite confident that 


By Vickie Lynn Goddard 


they will. “It’s a simple matter of being 
the best,’’ Terry chuckled, as Buddy 
nodded with approval at his remark. 

Their future ring endeavors however, 
will be altered somewhat, due to the fact 
that the Junkyard Dog intends to prey 
upon them. But whoever they wrestle, 
their utmost goal lies in the Georgia 
Championship, one they have grown very 
close to cherishing. 

Their consistency and charm, coupled 
with their catastrophic ring maneuvers 
undoubtedly make them loved or hated by 
man and child alike. They saunter steadily 
to the squared circle to the sounds of 
Lynyrd Skynyrd’s ‘‘Freebird’’. The people 
sit mesmerized by the whole affair, while 
some self made posters are shoved high 
into the air in an attempt to somehow 
identify with this team, But not one who 
sees this dynamic trio remains unmoved. 

And what of this Junkyard Dog? Well, 
the birds probably don’t have too much to 
worry about. He’ll have to wait until 1982 
for his good fortune. For you see, that’s the 
Year of the Dog. 


One of the biggest thorns in the side of The Freebirds has been 


“Plowboy” 


Stan Frazier. Here he is battering Terry and Buddy, but they came back to put 


him out of commission. 


When The Freebirds first arrived i in Georgia, one of their biggest rivals was Kevin Sullivan. Here we see Michael Hayes 
speaking on behalf of The Freebirds, and telling Gordon Solie and Sullivan just what they intend to do to Kevin in an 
upcoming match. 


Roberts staqaers Jack Brisco during a wie match in 
big tournament last Thanksgiving i in Atlanta,Ga. Columbus, Ohio. WRESTLING MAGAZINE 15 


Hayes was extremely happy when his team captured the 


SPIKE HUBER - YESTERDAY'S FUTURE STAR 
IS TODAY'S WRESTLING SUPERSTAR 


“I’ve always had a burning desire to 
excell in the sport I loved as a kid and I 
wanted to become the champion 
someday.” Those are the words behind the 
Spike Huber story, a story which reads like 
the American dream. For the twenty-six 
year old Huber, he’s rapidly discovering 
that his dreams are coming true. 

It was in 1974 that Huber got better 
acquainted with professional wrestling 
when his job was to drive the squared 
circle to arenas all over the World 
Wrestling Association area and construct 
the ring. This, however, was only an ap- 
petizer. Assembling the ring only caused 
the young Huber to want the main course: 
to become a pro wrestler. 

Huber began an extensive training 
program to prepare himself for the day he 
would get his break. He had some basic 
knowledge from his high school and 
college days, but turning pro is totally 
different. He sought advice and trained 
under some of the finest professionals 
wrestling has created. Wilbur Snyder, 
Pepper Gomez and, although they are now 
arch-enemies, Paul Christy. They wére 
responsible for teaching him all the 
scientific holds anyone could ever need. 
Knowing the holds is fine, but there are 
going to be times when one will need the 
knowledge of being able to escape from a 
hold. Therefore Huber gathered his own 
system and method of execution. His own 
father-in-law, Dick The Bruiser, was the 
instrumental figure in “toughening up” 
Spike. Dick has been through enough 
battles inside the ring, bar room brawls, 
and street fights to know what one should 
expect. Even Bruiser himself was at one 
time on the same side as the ring villains, 
thus he knows all of the dirty tricks that 
can be played on you and explained to him 
what to expect and how to counteract. 

February, 1975, was the month when 
Huber’s career as a pro wrestler started. 
Instead of using his given first-name of 
Mike, he chose to use his long-time 
nickname of ‘Spike.’ His reasoning for 
this was to create an attractive name that 
would stick in the minds of the fans he 
would perform in front of. Practically 
every other name has already become 
famous sometime in the history of 
wrestling. There’s been Lou, Karl, Verne, 
Wilbur, Pat, Bruno, Nick, Harley, Pedro, 
Bobo and countless others where the 
wrestling fan immediately knows who is 
being spoken of without hearing their last 
name. But has there ever been a name 
Spike that rings bells? Until now, the 
answer to that question would be no. 
Today, however, Spike Huber is making 


sure every wrestling historian will. 


recognize him by his first name. 

Spike’s first sanctioned bout was not a 
regular match. Instead, he was an extra in 
a battle royal. Naturally his inexperience 
left him prone to be taken advantage of by 
the more experienced grapplers and Spike 
was the first to be dumped over the top 
rope. That was in 1975. These days he wins 
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more than half of the royals he steps foot 
into. Instead of being first out, it’s com- 
monplace to see Huber as the sole sur- 
vor. 

Starting at the bottom, Huber was pitted 
against the preliminary wrestlers. Phil 
Hedden, Duke George, Gilbert Guerrero, 
Bob Kelly, Mark Manson, Blackie Guz- 
man, Jose Pantera and Ken Dillinger were 
all early opponents for him. His constant 
triumphs over all of these men without a 
single loss urged the promoters to advance 
him into higher matchings besides the first 
event. 

Huber made a tremendous transition 
from his first regular bout, which he won 
by defeating Gilbert Guerrero. His first 
bouts were the norm for a rookie. Mistake- 
ridden, fairly slow paced and nerves 
probably played a big part in this. 
Although Huber was only a rookie, he 
knew enough to keep himself from being 
defeated for quite a while. ‘“‘Much of my 


By John Lawson 


first success was in my ability to use the 
atomic drop. Many wrestlers will use that 
move in their bouts but not everyone can 
use it to the same effect. My early op- 
ponents knew IJ had this as my specialty 
hold, yet they didn’t believe a rookie could 
catch them init or if I could, they figured it 
would be a cinch to escape from. But I 
fooled them. I spent many hours per- 
fecting that hold before I ever stepped foot 
into that ring for my first match,”’ says 
Huber. The atomic drop is a great asset in 
Spike’s achievements but he has not 
limited himself to just one single move to 
win with, If he did, he would have been lost 
in the pages of the failures in this sport 
long ago. ; 

Besides being one of the most fluent 
users of the atomic drop across the knee, 
Spike has one of the best dropkicks to be 
found in the business. His 233 pound frame 
can fly through the air like that of a much 
lighter man. Another move Huber has 


mastered is the flying body press. Not only 
has he discovered this to be a pin getter, 
but is also a good way to knock the wind 
out of an opponent or to weaken him down 
for something else. Yet another move 


Spike has called upon to winmany a match . 


with is the reverse crucifix, also known as 
the backslide. He first used this in a match 
against Luscious Johnny Valiant, who at 
the time was one-half of the W.W.A. Tag 
Team Champions. Valiant had full control 
and believed he was ready to finish him 
off. To his surprise, Valiant whipped 
Huber into the ropes and on the rebound he 
somehow managed to find his way behind 
Valiant and grab his arms to take him 
down for the three count. Nowadays he 
sets his opponents up for the crucifix, or 
waits for them to make a mistake and will 
capitalize on it. 

Huber had run up an amazing winning 
streak before finally losing his first match. 
His record prompted the wrestling 
promotion in Korea to book him for a tour 
in his rookie year. While there Huber did 
extremely well and scored a major victory 
by pinning their national champion, Chom 
Choi, who, by the way, had competed in the 
United States about a year before Spike 
turned pro. 

While Huber was still a rookie, another 
wrestler from the same home town — 
Indianapolis, Indiana — make his debut. 
That of course is Steve Regal. Those two 
hit it off immediately and became great 
friends as well as tag team partners. After 
teaming up on and off for about a year, 
they combined their efforts as full time tag 
team partners. Never before had the 
Midwest wrestling fans backed a team 
more, with the possible exception of 
Bruiser and Crusher. They ran roughshod 
over all opposition with fast-moving and 
high flying tactics, yet they were never 
granted a title match against the WWA 
champions at that time, Jimmy and 


into the turnbuckles. 


Spike Huber throws Rev. Tiny Hampton across the ring 


Johnny Valiant. Their inexperience and 
small size of Regal were generally the 
reasons given for the match never taking 
place. The Valiants and manager Major 
Duke George would not condiser giving 
them a shot and eventually Regal became 
fed up and left the area, breaking up the 
team. 

Huber kept up his singles action but 
joined forces with such men as Wilbur 
Snyder and Dick The Bruiser on occasion. 
It was in Paul Christy when Spike finally 
found the partner he’d been looking for. 
“The Golden Boy’’ and the ‘‘Young Her- 
cules of the Mat”’ were a natural tag team. 
Christy had more experience and was a 
very talented scientific styled grappler. 
Their styles totally complimented each 
other. It all sounded great but their 
relationship ended with a big bang all of 
the sudden. Christy and Huber were even 
more successful than Huber and Regal, 
the team the fans dubbed the ‘Dynamic 
Duo’. They defeated every team thrown at 
them and had climbed the ladder to the 
point that they needed only one more 
victory over a top team to gain a title shot 
at the Valiants. They were wrestling 
another pair of Major Duke George’s men, 
Guy Mitchell and Bulldog Don Kent, but no 
one expected this to be the last time they'd 
be seeing Paul and Spike as a tag team. 
During the bout Christy was thrown from 
the ring by Mitchell. Before he could reach 
his feet, Christy was greeted by George. 
Everyone expected to see George kick him 
or in-some manner alter his return to the 
ring. Instead, fans were stunned to see 
George help Paul up to his feet. As he was 
going through the ropes, George pointed to 
Huber’s corner and the Golden Boy nodded 
his head. At that point, Paul walked over to 
Huber and tagged him into the match. 

Huber came in and a short time later 
found himself being double-teamed by 
Mitchell and Kent. After breaking free, he 


went to his corner to tag Christy back in, 
Instead of placing his hand out and making 
the tag, Christy turned his back on him. 
Spike could not conceive what was wrong. 
Had he done something to offend his 
partner? If so, no one knew what it was. 
Huber was grabbed from behind and 
pulled back into the corner of Mitchell and 
Kent. Huber absorbed more punishment at 
their hands but was going through internal 
and mental punishment when his partner 
and good friend, the person he treated like 
a brother, was turning against him. Spike 
returned to his corner to tag, in hopes 
Christy was through playing his joke out, 
yet that would not be the case. This time 
Christy bent over and began working on 
his boot laces. It was all clear now. Christy 
and opposing manager Major Duke 
George had worked out a plan and were 
carrying it out on Huber. Christy finally 
decided to re-enter the ring but not at a 
time Huber could enjoy. Spike ran toward 
his corner in a last-ditch frantic effort to 
make a tag. As he approached, Christy 
lept over the top rope connecting with his 
feet in Huber’s face. Huber was laid out on 
the mat and easily pinned. Christy joined 
in after the match by kicking the fallen 
Huber in the head before finally exiting the 
ring with George at his side. The fans had 
just witnessed the transformation of one of 
their most beloved heroes into a ruthless, 
uncouth rulebreaker, and today, almost 
two and one-half years later, sits on top of 
the hate list in the Midwest. 

Many grudge matches followed, but,no 
one could score a clear-cut win for quite 
some time. One or both were usually 
disqualified, or they carried their brawl 
outside to be counted out, or the time limit 
would expire. Then a series of cage 
matches were held and it’s hard to declare 
who actually won the battle, but it was 
certain that no one had won the war. Their 
first cage battle was a one-on-one contest. 


Huber shows his might by lifting Ali Hassan high over his 
head in a throat strangle. 
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Huber had Christy bleeding and was ready 
to pin him when outside interference cost 
him the match. Then, two tag team cage 
matches were held in different cities. In 
those, each took their favorite tag team 
partner. Huber was with Dick The Bruiser 
while Christy was with Nature Boy Roger 
Kirby. Bruiser and Huber won both of 
those bloodbaths, but each time it was 
Huber pinning Kirby. 

In the summer of 1979, Christy and Kirby 
won the WWA Tag Team title. Their 
leading contenders were soon Bruiser and 
The Crusher. One night, in October, the 
four errupted in a brawl before the bell and 
Crusher received a severe gash above his 
eye and could not continue. Since the bout 
had never officially started, Bruiser was 
allowed to choose a replacement as 
Crusher was escorted to the dressing room 
for medical attention. It was easy for him 
to choose a new teammate, as Spike Huber 
rushed out to the ring to the roar of the 
crowd. When the bell sounded signifying 
the end of the match, Huber had pinned 
Kirby in the center of the ring to win the 
championship. This was the first title for 
Huber to hold and they reigned supreme on 
the tag team scene until the end of April, 
1980. 

During Spike and Bruiser’s reign, King 
Kong Brody was the Heavyweight 
Champion of the W.W.A. He had won that 
title from Bruiser and refused to wrestle 
him. Huber had never received a title shot 
for a Heavyweight title, but he finally got 
that bout signed in February of 1980. Two 
weeks before that big showdown Brody 
and Huber clashed in a match for the first 
time. It was a tag team match and this 
gave Kong the opportunity to eliminate a 
top contender. Every wrestler sometime 
in his career receives one major injury 
that is worse than any of the others, and 
there is no exception with this athlete. In 
the tag team match in which Huber and his 
partner were opposing Brody and Gen- 
tleman Jerry Valiant, Spike was knocked 
to the mat. Then Valiant draped one of the 
curly haired blond’s legs over the bottom 
rope. At this point, Brody climbed to the 
second rope and jumped off onto the leg, 
purposely breaking the limb, thus can- 
celling his title bout. 

This put Huber out of action for over 
three weeks of February and he did not 
return to the mat until the end of March. 
Not only was the leg broken, but he also 
had to undertake surgery to repair 
ligaments in the knee area. His leg is 
healed now, yet a large scar bears its 
presence to this day, and the memory of 
how it happened is still with him. As far as 
he is concerned, he must avenge this by 
doing the same to Brody. 

Huber missed quite a few matches with 
the injury, but he was able to return just in 
time to defend the tag title just before they 
would have been stripped of the belts. In 
every match his opponents tried to rein- 
flict the injury, Fortunately none were 
successful. But a month after his return, 
he and Dick lost the belts to Jerry Valiant 
and Roger Kirby. Then, Brody was forced 
into defending his title against Bruiser in a 
cage match which resulted in recking 
Spike’s hopes for winning the belt, for 
Bruiser won it himself. To top things off, 
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Spike Huber throws Paul Christy high in the air, at one time the two were best 


of friends until Christy doublecrossed Huber during a tag team match. 


he was having problems getting a match 
signed with Brody. First a broken leg, then 
losing his championship, then the belt he is 
after is grabbed by his best friend and 


. partner, and to top it all off, Brody would 


still not wrestle him. These things would 
make practically any other wrestler leave 
that area, but Huber stuck with it. He 
gained some yengence and pleasure by 
causing Brody to lose to Bruiser by 
climbing the cage and hitting him while he 
was standing on the top rope. 

Things started bouncing in Spike’s favor 
again before the summer was out. In 
August of 1980, he won back the tag team 
title from Valiant and Kirby with Wilbur 
Snyder as his partner. They’ve held the 
belts for six months and it doesn’t appear 
as if any duo can stop them yet. And his 
feud with King Kong Brody has resumed. 
After ducking him a few times, Brody has 
finally had to face him. Brody now finds 
himself as a contender and a win over 
Huber could boost him into a title match 
and the near 300 pounder from Sante Fe, 
New Mexico has also tried to capture the 
tag team title with no success thus far. He 
has also gone up on Paul Christy in their 
endless feud. 

In Spike’s short career, he has appeared 
all over the Midwest and for four different 
associations: the W.W.A., A.W.A., N.W.A. 
and I.W.E. Besides wrestling in the World 
Wrestling Association area, Spike travels 
westward to St. Louis, Missouri quite 
often. Huber has begun to soar to new 
heights in the Mound City in the 80’s. 
Especially with his recent triumph as the 
sole survivor in a six man elimination tag 
team match. Spike hopes to someday face 
the N.W,A, champion in the gateway to the 
west, Every year Spike also makes it a 
point to spend some time in sunny Florida 


to soak up some rays and face some new 
opponents in a different area. 

In June of 1980, Huber embarked on his 
second tour of the Orient. Only a few 
Americans haye competed in Korea, but 
hardly any have wrestled there as well as 
Japan. Huber is one of those special few 
who have. He did remarkably well and 
main evented practically every night, 
something which is unheard of in the land 
of the rising sun. He and Rocky Brewer 
came very close to winning the I.W.A. Tag 
Team title. His many victories have paved 
the way making his tour of Japan an an- 
nual event. 

As mentioned earlier, Huber is a stan- 
dout performer in the event known as the 
Battle Royal. Winning over one-half of 
these contests that he enters makes him a 
good bet on predicting a winner. The prize 
money he has won has placed him into a 
much higher tax bracket, but more than 
likely, it’s worth it. He has come a long 
way since being in his first match — the 
royal in which he was the first to be 
eliminated — to today where he wins that 
type of bout more often than not. 

There is an internal force that motivates 
Spike Huber to do utmost in every single 
match. This has become a tradition in the 
six year career of his. Although it’s not 
many years as of yet, this has become a 
winning tradition, to top what he did the 
previous year. A wrestler peaks at about 
the age of 30. Spike is 26. In four more 
years what will be his position in the world 
of professional wrestling? Spike Huber has 
arrived today as a superstar. The years to 
come will only add spice to enhance his 
accomplishments. Yesterday, the experts 
referred to Huber as ‘‘future star’’. Today. 
everyone agrees he is a superstar. 


Spike held the W.W.A. Tag Team Title for some time with hip “hel aesllls CONTGCIS With a.aropmics Thee 


his father-in-law Dick The Bruiser. 


Spike bears down on the armbz "he has trapped Ali_ Ali Hassan is in a lot of pain as Huber continues to work 
Hassan with. over his arm. 


Spike brings bitter rival Paul Christy 
a back into the ring by flipping him 
= ‘ s i over the top rope. 
down from the top rope. armbar on the canvas. WRESTLING MAGAZINE 19 


Huber is pleased with himse he 
holds Christy at his mercy with an 


AN INTERVIEW WITH VIVIAN ST. JOHN 


By Lenny Burstein 


Q: What is your height, weight, age and 
birthplace? 
A: 1’m5’11”, I weigh 160 pounds, I’m in my 
‘late twenties and I was born in Cincinnati, 


Ohio. 
.Q: Tell us a little bit about your family. 

A: My father is an artist and my mother is 
in the stockmarket. I have one brother who 
is an engineer. 

Q: What sports did you play as an 
amateur? 

A: I was into a little bit of gymnastics, I 
played some volleyball and I swam. 

Qe Who were your sports idols as you grew 


up? 

A: I liked all the women athletes. I liked 
Billy Jean King, Moolah and Sue Green. 
Also I liked a lot of football players. 

Q: How did you get involved in 
professional wrestling? 

A: I used to go to the matches as a fan in 
Miami, Florida. I noticed the wrestlers 
seemed to be living a very interesting life. 
They were flying all over the world to 
compete and making a lot of money. Since 
I liked to fight, travel and make money I 
decided to try to become a wrestler. 

Q: Once you decided you wanted to 
become a wrestler what did you do? 

A: I talked to Harley Race and he got me 
started by connecting me with the right 
people for training. 

Q: How long did you train before having 
your first match? : 

A: I trained for about six months. 

Q: Where was your first match? 

A: Barbi Dahl beat me in the Olympic 
Auditorium in Los Angeles. 

Q: How long have you been wrestling? 
A: I’ve been wrestling about 8 years. 

Q: How did you improve as a wrestler? 
A: I think the only way you can grow as a 
wrestler is through experience by actually 
wrestling. You pick up things by watching 
other wrestlers and by competing in 
matches. Making mistakes is how you 
learn, Once I make a mistake I try to find 
out what I did wrong and how to correct it 
so it won’t happen again. 

Q: What other countries have you wrestled 
in besides the U.S.? 

A: Canada, Japan, Australia, Puerto Rico 
and Trinidad. 

Q: Trinidad was a unique experience, 
wasn’t it? 

A: Yes, it was, The people there had never 
seen any lady wrestlers — barely had seen 
any wrestlers. They treated me like a 
queen, They had champagne parties for 
me, gave me an oil painting, and took me 
on tours of the island. They were really 
very nice to me. 

Q: What injuries have you received as a 
wrestler? 

A: At one time I was paralyzed for six 
months when I was thrown out of the ring. 
I fell on a steel pole, messing up my spine 
and lower back. Slowly and painfully I 
recovered. I’ve suffered concussions, 
black eyes, bruises and bad knees. 

Q: What is your goal as a wrestler? 

A: To become the world’s champion. 

Q: Fabulous Moolah has held the world’s 
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title for a long time... 
A: Long enough, Lenny, let me tell you! 
Q: Have you ever wrestled her in title 
matches? 

A: Yes. And when she sees I am going to 
beat her she gets herself disqualified to 
hold on to her title. 

Q: What are your hobbies? 

A: Llike to work out. I also like to go to the 
beach. 

: Who is your favorite actress and actor? 
Lauren Bacall and Paul Newman. 

: What is your favorite color? 

Purple. 

: What is your astrological sign? 
Virgo. 

: What kind of music do you prefer? 

: Rock and roll. I like the Rolling Stones 
and Fleetwood Mac. 

Q: How do you describe Vivian St. John, 
the woman? 

A: Very ambitious, aggressive and in- 
dependent. I like men but I don’t want 
them to be too possessive. I have to do 
what I have to do. 

Q: How do you describe Vivian St. John, 
the wrestler? 

A: Fiery. 

Q: What has been your biggest thrill in 
wrestling? 


POPOrPO ro 


A: Beating Paula Kaye in Madison Square 


Garden in New York. It was the first time I 
beat her and it was a thrill doing it in the 
Garden. 

nA What does your gym workout consist 
of? “ 

A: I go to the gym 4 times a week. First I 
do calisthenics for about 15 minutes. Then 
I do 2 circuits on nautilius equipment. 
Then I go back over what I’ve done, and do 
what I feel Ihave to work on. I do that until 
I get tired. 

Q: Why do you use nautilus equipment 
instead of lifting weights or using dumb- 
bells? 

A: First of all it’s designed to give you 
maximum results with minimum effort. It 
is very good for building strength without a 
lot of wasted time. 


- Q: Do you follow a special diet as a 


wrestler? 

A: Awrestler has to have a lot of protein to 
keep your weight up and a lot of car- 
bohydrates for energy. Mainly you want 
the carbohydrates just before you wrestle. 
Q: Do you have any fear in the ring? 

A: No. I think if you have fear you don’t 
belong in the ring. 

Q: Excluding yourself, who are the top 5 
lady wrestlers in the world? 

A: Fabulous Moolah, Joyce Grable, Lei 
Lani Kai, Judy Martin and Sue Green. 


Vivian St. John poses with James C. Melby, editor of this oyce Gra ble puts the hurt on Vivian during a torrid tag 
publication, before a recent match in Tulsa, Oklahoma. team match that took place in New Ulm, Minnesota. 


St. John and partner Judy Martin throw Wenona Little Heart into the ropes to set er up for a double-backdrop. The 
popular Indian wrestler took such a beating during this match, that she had to be taken to the hospital to have a rib 
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EXPLOSION IN THE SOUTH! 


The entire face of professional wrestling 
in the mid-south area was drastically and 
permanently changed recently by a series 
of events which resulted in one of the 
area’s most popular wrestlers, Hansome 
Jimmy. Valiant, returning his former 
rulebreaking style, and one of the most 
hated wrestlers, Tommy ‘‘Wildfire’”’ Rich, 
returning to his former level of popularity. 

This incredible change took place on 
TV’s Championship Wrestling, and left the 
studio audience and the home viewers 
alike in a state of shock. One of the events 
scheduled for the day was to be a 14 Man 
Battle Royal, with the winner to become 
the new TV Champion and receive a brand 
new color TV symbolic of the title. Par- 
ticipants included such stars as former 
CWA World Champions Beautiful Bobby 
Eaton and Bill ‘‘Superstar’’ Dundee, 
former Southern Champions Jimmy 
Valiant, Tommy Rich and Dr, Bill Irwin, 
Southern Tag Champs Guy Mitchell and 
Nature Boy Roger Kirby, and others. But 
there were to be a few surprises. The first 
man eliminated was Rich, who was 
counted out after refusing to enter the 
ring. After further eliminations, only 
Kirby, Valiant, Danny Davis and top 
young star KoKo Ware remained. Valiant 
and Ware teamed to oust Kirby, then 
turned their attack on Davis. Valiant held 
Danny, and KoKo took a mighty swing, but 
Davis ducked and KoKo accidentally 
decked Jimmy! Davis quickly pinned 
Valiant, but when he rose to go after Ware, 
KoKo cradled him for the pin to become 
the new TV Champion! 

To be honest, KoKo had not been a 
favorite. A native of Union City, Ten- 
nessee, the young 220-pounder had always 
displayed an abundance of natural talent, 
but had not gotten the breaks to make it to 
the big matches. Although in the sport only 
two years, he’s demonstrated a wide 
knowledge of wrestling, an incredible 
leaping ability, and one of the finest 
dropkicks around, which he can deliver 
from the mat, the turnbuckles, or 
anywhere in the ring. 

When KoKo went to collect his TV set, 
Valiant was already there. He screamed at 
commentator Lance Russell, ““You make 
me sick, Russell! This punk is the TV 
Champion? This is Handsome Jimmy’s TV 
or nobody’s TV! Take this home and play 
with it!” 


With that, he picked the TV up and 


hurled it to the floor, smashing it to bits. 
When KoKo bent over to pick it up, Valiant 
rammed his head into the TV, the ringpost, 
and then threw him in the ring and beat on 
him until Bill Dundee and Rick Morton 
came out to restrain him. Ken Lucas 
helped KoKo to the dressing room. 
Later in the day, Promoter Eddie Marlin 
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By Jim Cornette 


Koko Ware became involved in a torrid feud with Jimmy Valiant after he 
smashed a couple of T.V. sets that had been awarded to the popular young 
Black wrestler. 


Valiant’s partner in crime, Tojo amamoto, works over Koko Ware, who has 


been teaming with Tommy Rich to fight their mutual enemies. 


brought out a special guest, Peggy Rich, 
Tommy’s mother. Since his recent return 
to the area, he had undergone an in- 
credible style change and become a most 
unpopular wrestler. Peggy had asked for 
the opportunity to explain Tommy’s recent 
actions, so the fans wouldn't be too harsh 
with him, and understand his problem. 

Mrs. Rich explained that Tommy, when 
he returned from Georgia, had great 
expectations of the fans’ support for him. 
Excited from the national fame he had 
attracted, he had thought his home area 
fans, in the place where he started his 
career, would love him again im- 
mediately. Of course, he received a warm 
greeting, but after a three year absence 

’ the fans needed time to get used to him 
again. Tommy didn’t realize this. He 
wanted so much to be accepted as a 
championship-calibre wrestler, he was 
hurt by the moderate reception. Tommy 
vowed to show everyone he could win the 
World Title and become a top star in the 
sport. Jimmy Hart became his manager 
and compounded the problem by guiding 
him in the wrong direction when he was too 
depressed to think straight. 

While Mrs. Rich was talking, Valiant 
and Tojo Yamamoto entered the studio. 
Valiant had had a long feud with Rich and 
hated him deeply. He began berating Mrs. 
Rich. 

“I'm tired of listening to this big fat 
slob!’ he said. “‘If she can’t raise her kids 
right that’s too bad! I can’t help how your 
son turned out. My people love Handsome 
Jimmy, they don’t love Tommy Rich!”’ 


At that, Rich burst into the studio and 
jumped Valiant and Tojo. Valiant grabbed 
a metal folding chair and crashed it across 
Tommy’s back, then Tojo used his wooden 
shoe to open a large cut on Rich’s head. 
When Mrs. Rich tried to intervene in the 
brawl, Tojo chopped her and Valiant 
knocked her down! They kept beating Rich 
until Dundee, Morton and Lucas came out 
to pull them off. As he was being drug 
away, Valiant made another lunge at 
Peggy but missed. . 

When Valiant and Yamamoto had been 
taken out, Peggy knelt down by her son to 
try to stop the bleeding. Jimmy Hart and 
Bobby Eaton rushed out yelling, “What 
happened?” 

“Where in the hell were you when I 
needed you?’ Tommy yelled. ‘‘You’re 
nothing but scum, and as far as I’m con- 
cerned, we're through!” 

He grabbed Hart and threw him to the 
floor, then walked out. Rich later said, “It 
took my mother gettin’ humiliated on TV 
for me to realize how I’ve been actin’. I’m 
through with people like Hart, but I’m not 
through with Valiant! I’m gonna get 
revenge, and I’m gonna get crazy!” 

Rich asked his old partner Bill Dundee to 
rejoin him, and the team of Dundee and 
Rich was born again after more than three 
years. The resulting match between the 
four was a wild and bloody brawl. But Rich 
wasn’t through with either man, He 
wanted more, but it was not to be with 
Dundee as a partner. 

KoKo Ware, on the next week’s 
Championship Wrestling, was awarded a 


Valiant and Tojo Yamamoto. 


Tommy Rich's face is a mask of blood after being worked over by Jimmy 


Koko plants one of his high flying 
dropkicks on Yamamoto's jaw. 


new TV set to replace the broken one. It 
had been bought with a $500 fine Valiant 
had incurred for his action. KoKo, since 
winning the TV title, had gained the 
confidence he had needed and was scoring 
some big wins. But that day, as he began a 
soon-to-be successful defense against 
Bobby Eaton, Valiant ran out and once 
again smashed the TV set, this time 
slamming it to the floor twice! 

Later in the day, the seemingly insane 
Valiant precipitated yet another brawl as 
he and Tojo interfered in Dundee and 
Rich’s match against Mitchell and Kirby. 
In the ensuing melee, Dundee’s neck was 
injured by the tag champs, and he was put 
temporarily out of action. Ken Lucas, Rick 
Morton, Robert Gibson and finally KoKo 
Ware rushed out to break it up. KoKo ran 
Valiant all the way out of the studio. 

Rich, looking for a new partner, knew 
immediately he had found a man who had 
as much hatred for Valiant as he did. He 
asked Ware to be his partner, and KoKo 
accepted. 

Valiant had more derisive words for this 
team. “Richey’s mother said Richey can’t 
come out and play! Does she take you to 
school, Richey? Is Richey potty-trained? 
You're a punk, and your mother’s a hussy. 
And KooKoo’s a punk too! They ain’t got 
no chance!”’ 

The resulting bouts between these four 
were some of the wildest, bloodiest pier-6 
brawls to take place in quite some time. 
Rich and Valiant are still at each other’s 
throats with no sign of letup. No one knows 
when the feud will end, but no matter when 
it does, it has already altered the course of 
wrestling action in the area for good. 
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ch makes use of Ya amoto's shoe to clobber Valiant 
while they battle outside of the ring. 


ith referee unaware of what Valiant is doing, Jimmy scores a pinfall over Tommy Rich by using the ropes illegally to 
gain extra leverage. 
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“Wildfire’ 


” comes crashing down across Valiant’s throat 
with a very high legdrop. 


Tommy grabs Jimmy by the hair and pulls him back up on 
his feet. 


penn 


Koko Ware prepares to ram Valiant’s h 


Myce ce cert 


Ware staggers Valiant with a rightto the jaw, 
ead into the ring 
apron, all their recent bouts have been wild! 


a 
has triedto 
make Jimmy pay dearly for breaking the T.V. sets. 
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Valiant has a crazed look on his face as he punishes Rich 5 my sends Rich reeling, 
outside of the ring. is now sporting. 


Rich is in a great deal of pain after being bounced off the steel ringpost. There is nothing too low or deadly when it cones 
to the feud the four men are now waging in the South. 
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ACTION SPOTLIGHT ON COLUMBUS, OHIO 


By Brian Hildebrand 


Masked wrestler of mystery, The Assassin, recently Here Fuller tries for an advantage with an over the top 
wrestled Robert Fuller in Columbus, Ohio. wristlock, the bout was very good for an opener. 


Fuller continued to work on the masked man’s arm in an effort to tire him out and gain a pin fall victory. Over the years 
The Assassin has been a bitter enemy of the entire Fuller wrestling family. 
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ROE So en ncaa OR te Steve O makes Ted howl in agony by using a variation of 
Ted DiBiase armlocks Steve O during abattlebetweentwo the bow and arrow hold on him. 
of the finest young men in the sport today. 


Ted tries for a quick pin by taking Steve to the mat with a 
- back to back hook and slide. 


DiBi tries f th i ith } 
28 THE WRESTLING NEWS . ue pace : ning eects er pin with a perfectly executed 


G . ae ee Buddy's partner Terry Gordy got nailed by a double flying 
Jack Brisco has the upper hand over Buddy Roberts witha ropkick thrown by Jack and Jerry Brisco. 
surfboard during a tag team match. 


. < r ’ be : = = oe ; : ; 2 
’ i 3 oa Ss Terry grabs an legal handful of Jerry Brisco’s trunks as he 
Gordy tries to wear down Jack, former N.W.A. World's attempts a pin. 
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Dusty Rhodes was defintely the crowd's favorite when he 
opposed Ole Anderson in a Texas Bull Rope Match. 


Anderson uses the rope to strangle Rhodes during their 
all-out war. 


= 


Both men are bleeding as they battle it out t 


0 the very ke : | 
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came back to take the decision, despite the severe cut. 


Tony “Mr. U.S.A.” Atlas throws N.W.A. World’s 
Heavyweight Champion Harley Race to the mat. 


= 


8 
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The champ is about to slice his knee across the forehead 
of his challenger. 


— a Pion When Race tried to give Atlas a piledriver on the floor, he 
A sleeper hold almost finished off Race, but he battled his WS backdropped. The two wrestled a time limit draw 
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BRITISH WRESTLING NEWS 


By Evan R. Treharne 


Reams have been written (a ream is 500 
sheets to a printer) about just why Mighty 
John Quinn hasn’t defended his world 
heavyweight crown against Wayne 
Bridges. Some fans scream Quinn should 
have defended within 90 days of his win- 
ning the title from Bridges, as the Con- 
trolling Body says so. But who are the 
Controlling Body? 

In boxing there is the British Boxing 
Board of Control, and a boxer winning a 
title under the banner of one promoter is 
not tied down to defend for the same 
promoter. Such a title defense goes to the 
promoter offering the contestants the 
largest purse. From:this alone, John Quinn 
will defend his world heavyweight title 
U.K. version accordingly. Quinn won the 
title in‘a Joint Promotions ring and now 
Joint Promotions are conducting a series 
of eliminators to find the leading 
challenger to pit against former champion 
Wayne Bridges. If the two top Joint men 
wrestle for such a title in Joint Promotions 
ring, sounds all very well, but what of the 
Independent Promotions in who's rings 
John Quinn now. operates? The top In- 
dependent promoters have the monopoly 
of John Quinn, just as Joint Promotions 
have the monopoly of TV wrestling, and on 
the strength of TV rights doesn’t mean 
Joint Promotions created wrestling, as 
there was wrestling thousands of years 
ago. Top heavyweight challengers on the 
Independent Circuit are Tony St. Clair, 
Steve Veidor, Count Bartelli, Johnny 
Kincaid and Wild Angus, and what 
wrestling fans don’t know. about these 
men? In brief — Independent promoters 
have every bit as much right to promote 
championship wrestling — providing they 
are prepared to offer better purses ac- 
ceptable to the wrestlers themselves. 

How good is Wayne Bridges? We know 
he is around 6’2”’ and some 18 st. (252 lb.) 
plus the fact he has been wrestling for 
many years with considerable skill. But 
Mighty John Quinn is 6’5” and 21 st. (294 
Ib.) with every bit as much wrestling 
experience. Maybe he isn’t as clever a 
wrestler as Bridges, but he is certainly 
younger and much stronger. Who would 
win — I wouldn’t care to bet on the out- 
come. One thing I am certain — neither 
man could afford to relax or become 
careless in his approach, otherwise the 
other man would quickly gain the winning 
fall. 

The question has often been asked of us, 
if Big Daddy was ever British champion. 
Some years ago he claimed the title but he 
was then on the Independent Circuit and 
wrestled under his own name of Shirley 
Crabtree. 

John Cox faced up to giant ‘The Great 
Vladimer’ giving away 4 st. (56 Ib.) in 
weight. At first Cox gave a very good 
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Cherokee Princess is one of the top lady wrestlers who has been quite active 


in the rings of the various independent promotions in Great Britain. 


account of himself, but as his opponent’s 
weight began to tire him, he was on a 
sticky wicket. In the third session, 
Viadimer picked up Cox, for what I 
thought would have ended in a pile-driver, 
but instead he threw his man over the top 
ropes head first. A bad landing and John 
Cox was unable to continue. The result 
given was a win for Vladimer. It is illegal 
to purposely throw a man over the top 
ropes, without the man having any chance 
at all to save himself, therefore, Viadimer 
should have been disqualified. 

On the strength of ‘Big Daddy’ gaining a 
quick win over ‘Mighty’ John Quinn some 
time ago, many believe he could do so 
again, should they meet in combat. I 
certainly don’t subscribe to this, as with 
Quinn now more used to British wrestling 
rules, Quinn should easily and quickly 
account for ‘Big Daddy’. My money would 
be on ‘Mighty’ Quinn, as he is much the 
younger and fitter man, with all the energy 
behind his giant frame. The only chance 
‘Big Daddy’ would have, is another such 
quick win — but knowing Quinn, he would 
avoid this — then settle down to wearing 
down ‘Big Daddy’ and this after a mere 
five minutes would be an easy matter. 

We have all heard about catchweight 
contests, but when 12 st. (168 lb.) John 


Wilky went in against 15 st. (210 lb.) it was 
more like a no match. Wilky had no chance 
giving away such weight against a very 
useful heavyweight as Bronson. 

When Caswell Martin and Pete Roberts 
went into action, the paying public cer- 
tainly got their full value. Two well 
matched men gave of their best, with very 
interesting and speedy wrestling. A 
tremendous bout ending in a six rounds 1-1 
draw. A contest well worthwhile to all 
concerned, 

Steve Veidor, a very useful heavyweight 
with a great physique, and after many 
years in wrestling, hasn't gained himself a 
British title. Scaling around 15 st. (210 Ib.) 
he could easily go for the Mid-heavyweight 
crown or the heavyweight title, as his 
height and weight is almost the same as 
present British heavyweight champion, 
Tony St. Clair. A chance is a fine thing, as 
Veidor doesn’t lack in any department of 
wrestling. It isn’t Steve isn’t capable of 
gaining a title as in the past he has won 
The Royal Albert Hall Trophy Tournament 
on three occasions, and one time, won a 
‘Champion of Champions’ honor. Today he 
is in great demand on the Independent 
Circuit, and I would like very much to see 
him go after the British or Europe title — if 
not both. 


Kung Fu is hard pressed in this picture, but he came back 
to win over his opponent Ray Thunder. 


i 


Count Bartelli has a painful armlock on Monty Suan, as 
referee Bobby Bear watches closely. 
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Heavyweight ...........:ccceee Tony St. Clair 
Mid-Heavyweight ............... Mike Marino 
Light-Heavyweight .............. Marty Jones 
Heavy-Middleweight ........... Mark Rocco 
Middleweight ..............006 Brian Maxine 
Welterweight .............:00 Alan Dennisen 
EIGHtWeIRNEE cccccesccecstssscteosnrovns Steve Grey 
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EKLUND, FIRST TITLE HOLDER 
OF WORLD IN LIGHTHEAVYWEIGHT 
WEIGHT DIVISION 
TELLS HOW HE KEPT 
HIS HEALTH AND POWER! 
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Eklund in 1928 when he beat all comers in the 
tournament held in Australia to determine who 
would become the first World Champion in the 
Lightheavyweight Class Division! 


Wrestlers of the calibre of Ad Santel, Mike Yokel, 
Pinkie Gardner, Ted Thye, Hugh Nichols, John 
Kilonis, and Jack Winrow had fallen victims to 
Eklund’s skill on the mat. 


PPI IP III AIA AA AA A AA AK I 


MAIL YOUR ORDER TO: 


CLARENCE EKLUND 
P. O. BOX 978 
BUFFALO, WYOMING 82834 
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WRESTLING NEWS FROM MEXICO 


By Antonio Camargo Navarro 


Editor’s Note: We are pleased to have 
what we hope will be the first in a 
series of regular columns from this 
new reporter on professional 
wrestling in the country of Mexico. In 
this column Mr. Navarro covers two 
promotions in Mexico City. 


LUTTEROTH PROMOTIONS-N.W.A. 


The Lutteroth organization holds 
membership in the National Wrestling 
Alliance. They recently started their 
1981 wrestling season at the Arena 
Mexico with a match for the 
Middleweight Championship of the 
World - N.W.A. version. Tony Salazar 
defeated a very worthy challenger, El 
Faraon, in three exciting falls. Faraon 
showed that he required a bit more 
experience before he would be able to 
defeat the current titleholder. In the 
other matches: Gran Markus & 
Alfonso Dantes, and Adorable Rubi 
defeated Cien Caras, Halcon Ortiz, 
and Ringo Mendoza in a six man tag 
team battle. In what proved to be the 
best match of the card, El Villano & El 
Texano defeated Bobby Lee & 
Ultraman in two out of three falls. 
Cacherro Mendoza & El Fantasma 
proved too much for Tony Benette & El 
Satanico. Talisman beat La Furia. 
And Crucero defeated El Egipcio. 

On the next big card, the main event 
was a tag team match between Gran 
Markus & Sangre Chicana vs. Mil 
Mascaras & Tony Salazar. It ended in 
a no contest decision. Others on that 
card included El Supremo, Adorable 
Rubi, El Faraon, Lizmark, El 
Cobadde, Ringo Mendoza, Panico, Jon 
Guil Don, Doberman, and E] Nomada. 

Expected to appear on cards of this 
promotion shortly are Shohei ‘‘Giant”’ 
Baba from Japan and Dory Funk Jr. 
from the United States. 


UNIVERSAL WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 


Promoter Francisco Flores 
presentes wrestling at the El Toreo 
Bullring. On his first card of the year 
he offered the fans two title bouts. 
Fishman retained the . Lightheavy- 
weight Championship by defeating 
challenger Anibal. Welterweight King 
El Texano whipped Solar to retain his 
title. Others on that card included 
Canek, Perro Aguayo, Villano III, El 
Solitario, Hiriaki Hamada, Rayo de 
Jalisco, Arman Houssien, Tom Shaft, 
Dos Caras, Strong Kobayashi, Brazo 
‘de Oro, Bobby Lee, El Signo, Babe 
Face, and Negro Navarre. 

On the next card the Universal 
Wrestling Association Heavyweight 
Championship changed hands. Tiger 
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Masked sensation Mil Mascaras is one of the most popular stars wrestling for 


the N.W.A. promotion active in Mexico. 


Jeet Singh was disqualified in the third 
fall for using a foreign object losing his 
crown to challenger El Canek. Tiger 
had won the U.W.A. crown in Japan 
last year from Antonio Inoki. On this 
card in Mexico, fans also saw Seiji 
Sakaguchi defeat Buffalo Allen in a 
judo jacket match. Other wrestlers on 
the card included Strong Kobayashi, 
Kurisu, Dr. Wagner, Angel Blanco, 
Dorrell Dixon, Enrique Vera, Babe 


r eet Singh, the U. 


Tige ‘A. Heavyweight, lost his title ona cequattieation 
sling to El Canek racently at The El Toreo Bullring. 


Face, Villano III, Ray Mendoza, Raye 
de Jalisco, Ultraman, and Brazo de 
Oro. In a special lady wrestlers 
opener, Vicky Williams of the U.S.A. 
won over Mexico's Chela Salazar. 
The present U.W.A. titleholders are: 


Heavyweight ..,.....cc.c.c0800 E] Canek 
Lightheavyweight ............ Fishman 
Middleweight ............. EF] Centurion 


Welterweight ...............5 El Texano 
Lightweight ...............005 Blackman 


THE NEW ZEALAND WRESTLING SCENE 


KY RICKARD 


New Zealand wrestling fans are 
eagerly looking forward to the new 
wrestling season when a host of stars 
are due to visit these islands. 1980 was 
a great year with ‘King’ Ripper 
Collins returning for his second season 
and it ended with old favorite Mark 
Lewin returning to do battle with 
Harley Race in a series of hard fought 
title bouts. Although Harley Race 
returned to the U.S.A. with his title 
claim intact, Mark Lewin vowed he 
would return to meet Race here this 
year. 1981 promises to be an 
outstanding year in New Zealand. 
Expected in this year are Abdullah the 
Butcher, Mark Lewin, Bruiser Brody, 
Big Mulumba, Giant Baba, Kerry von 
Erich, Don Muraco, Leo Burke, plus 
the usual visits from our Australian 
neighbors. Famous New Zealander 
Pat O’Connor also hopes to return 
home about June on a brief flying visit, 
and World’s Champion Harley Race is 
expected to make his yearly 
appearance later on in the season. 
Promoter Steve Rickard is 
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By Dave Cameron 


currently in Singapore lining up some 


new talent to visit New Zealand so all 
in all 1981 looks set for a bumper 
season. 

New Zealand’s own wrestling stars 
have remained active over our 
summer break, and if not visiting far 
off countries have been busy pounding 
the roads training with the weights 
and generally keeping in shape ready 
for the 81 season. 

Young stars Ricky Rickard, Mike 
Ryan, Rob McColl, Johnny Garea, 
Merv Fortune, Bob Wyatt, Samoan 
Joe and Lu Leota are some of our best 
known stars ready for action. 

Two of our best know boys are 
currently doing big in the United 
States. They are The Kiwis - Butch 
Miller and Sweet William - also known 
as The Kiwi Sheepherders and The 
Crazy Kiwis. 

The return of Abdullah the Butcher 
after five years should insure a lively 
season here. In fact, 1981 looms as the 
greatest ever mat season in the 
Shakey Isles. 
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BILLY ROBINSON VERSUS STEVE REGAL 


By Bruce Krietzman 


During the early moments of their match Billy Robinson 


scrambles to free himself from Steve Regal’s grib. 


Steve has a side headlock, but he is about to be flipped 
into the air and sent crashing over Billy's knee. 
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The young man from Ft. Lauderdale, “Florida, has | 
opponent in an awkward position. ee 2 


= Regal's hair literally oprah onendas he contitules to work 
36 THE WRESTLING NEWS on the Englishman's legs. 


Fs 


Robinson is about to kick free from Regal’s grip, this seemed to be the turning point of the match. Billy sprung to life, 
and started a very effective series of strong offensive moves. 


Ee ih a 


* 


* 2 This was the begining of the end for Regal, here Robinson 
Billy takes command and starts to manhandle Regal with suplexes him to the canvas. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH LARRY LANE 


By Kathy Dowd 


TWN: Welcome to The Wrestling News 
Larry. Could you tell our readers how long 
you’ve been a professional wrestler? 

LL: I started professional wrestling 
exactly eight years ago. 

TWN: You have quite an excellent 
amateur background in wrestling. Would 
you tell us a bit about it? 

LL: Okay. I wrestled in Jr. High, that was 
up in Nucla, Colorado. I wrestled four 
years in high school. I was state champion 
in high school. After high school I went into 
the University of Northern Colorado. I 
enrolled and wrestled four years varsity 
for the U. NC. From there I went and I 
coached and taught school for two years in 
Delta, Colorado. Then I was drafted into 
the United States Armed Services and I 
wrestled two years for the Army. Which at 
that time I was the All Army Champion 
and took third in the world tournament in 
the Army. 

TWN: Why did Larry Lane decide to 
become a professional wrestler? 

LL: When I was in the fifth grade I saw my 
first wrestling match and I said that I 
wanted to be a wrestler and that hasn’t 
changed yet. It’s the best thing I do in the 
world. I’m glad I’m a wrestler. 

TWN: And can you remember who ap- 
peared on that card? 

LL: No, it wasn’t a professional card. It 
was just a high school wrestling match. 
No, I didn’t see a professional card until I 
was out of college. After college wrestling, 
of course the next step is into the pro 
ranks. The first professional wrestling 
ecard that I did see had Jack Brisco 
wrestling Terry Funk, and that made a big 
impression on me too. 

TWN: At one point didn’t you attend the 
National collegiate finals and isn’t it true 
that Jack Brisco was there also at that 
time? 

LL: Sure! When I was a sophomore in 
college I went to the NCAA championship 
finals in Laramie, Wyo. and I wrestled 
Jack Brisco in that meet. 

TWN: Who do you credit for helping train 
you for the professional ranks? 

LL: I would have to say that Dory Funk, 
Jr. did more toward training me than 
anyone else. 

TWN: What do you feel is your strongest 
point as a pro wrestler? 

LL: I would definitely have to say my 
amateur background is my strongest 
point, I can always rely on it when I get 
into trouble, and it’s the thing that has 
gotten me to where I am today. 

TWN: Could you tell our readers a little 
about your early years as a wrestler? 
LL: Okay. The first wrestling match I ever 
had was in Clovis, New Mexico, against 
Dory Funk, Jr. He was the world cham- 
pion at that time. I had just gotten out of 
the world games in Greece, so I was in 
great shape. It was billed as the world 
champion professional and the world 
champion amateur. I will definitely say 
that he gave me a lesson at that time. In 
the first month I wrestled in the Amarillo 
area, which included Pueblo and Colorado 
Springs and different cities in the South- 
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west. After that I went to Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada, and wrestled for the next two 
years. 

TWN: How did you feel about wrestling in 
Canada at that time? 

LL: Oh, Ilike it. It was a great experience. 
You don’t know what to expect. Like I said 
I was in Colorado all my life. Of course I 
had different experiences from my 
amateur wrestling, but it was different. 
Although you see a lot of the same 
wrestlers from the United States up there, 
once you are in the ring, everywhere is the 
same. 

TWN: Where have you wrestled as a 
professional? 

LL: Of course I wrestled the Amarillo 
territory; Calgary, Alberta, Canada. I’ve 
wrestled in New Brunswick in Canada. I 
should just say all over Canada as in my 
early years I wrestled a lot in Canada. I’ve 
been to Japan, Australia, Germany. 
Pretty well all over the world. 

TWN: Which area out of all that you have 
been to, did you enjoy the most and why? 
LL: My favorite territory is right here in 
the Amarillo territory. I love it. My 
favorite place in the area to wrestle is 
right here in Colorado. I don't really mind 
whether it’s Pueblo or Colorado Springs, I 
one time wrestled in Olathe, Colorado 
which is very close to my home town. If I 
had to pick now one of the greatest mat- 
ches I had I would say it would have been 
the match with Dory Funk, Jr. He had the 
International Heavyweight Championship 


and I was going for that title in Olathe, 
Colorado. I would say that was the 
greatest match I ever had. 

TWN: Whatit your opinion of the wrestling 
overseas? 

LL: Japanese wrestlers are very tough. 
They are very dedicated. Korean 
wrestlers are very dedicated and self 
disciplined. And, of course in Australia, 
it’s a lot like here. 

TWN: What did you think of the Japanese 
coverage of wrestling when you were 
there? 

LL: VERY GOOD!! They go all out on 
publicity. You will get a lot of coverage in 
Japan on wrestling. 

TWN: In many areas of wrestling today in 
the United States coverage is poor. How 
would Larry Lane go about doing some 
improving on coverage? 

‘ll; Well, just get more coverage you 
know. Have stronger people come down to 
the wrestling matches and all. Start it ona 
local level, and then work your way up to 
the National level. 

TWN: What is the biggest disadvantage to 
wrestling professionally? 

LL: The biggest disadvantage in wrestling 
of course, is all the traveling. You might 
have to travel as much as 100,000 miles a 
year in a car. 

TWN: And now, how about the biggest 
advantage? 

LL: The biggest advantage in wrestling is 
that I love wrestling, and it’s what I do 
best, as I mentioned earlier. Also, the pay 


is real good. That’s why people do it. The 
pay is good, you get to meet many people, 
and the travel is great if you like it. But to 
me the most important thing is being right 
there inside the ring, 

TWN: Do you have a favorite move or 
maneuver that you enjoy using? 

LL: There are several. Like I said, I have 
a strong amateur background. I like the 
surplexes, which is a big carry-over from 
amateur wrestling. 

TWN: What titles have you held since 
turning professional? 

LL: When I was in Canada I held the North 
American Championship. I’ve held the 
Western States belt. I was half of the 
Western States Tag Team champion with 
Dory Funk, Jr. The biggest belt that I held 
was of course, the International Belt. I 
held it for almost a year, 

TWN: And which championship did you 
enjoy the most? 

LL: Again, it would be the International 
Belt because it’s second to the World Belt, 
and you do a lot of traveling and every 
match you wrestle is a championship 
match. You are always before big crowds, 
and that would have to be the biggest and 
the best. 

TWN: Who would you rate as the toughest 
opponent you’ve ever wrestled? 

LL: Well, again, I would have to say that 
the toughest opponents I’ve wrestled — 
and in this order — are Dory Funk, Jr., a 
very good wrestler; Jack Brisco, very, 
very tough; Terry Funk, very tough. Their 
background of course speaks for them- 
selyes. They are all former world 
champions. In my mind, these are the 
three top wrestlers in the business, 
TWN: Are there any other wrestlers who 
you would rate as being in the top of the 
business? 

LL: Those are the top three and of course, 
I’ve wrestled Harley Race. His record 
speaks for himself. He’s very tough. 
Wahoo McDaniel is a very tough wrestler. 
Tully Blanchard is a young and upcoming 
wrestler. He’s going to be a top great one. 
But again, the first three I mentioned 
would be the top three. 

TWN: What is your opinion of the violence 
of the wrestling crowd of today? 

LL: Ili say right now that I love the fans. 
They are the best in the world. If they 
come to blow off steam I think that’s 
great! If they get into it that’s okay. That’s 
why they are here. 

TWN: Okay, let’s go one step farther. How 
about it when they attack a fan that doesn’t 
agree with their choice, or punching out a 
wrestler? 

LL: Then they have gone too far. I think 
the fans should respect the wrestlers, and 
that wrestlers should respect the fans. And 
there should be no contact at all between 
the two. 

TWN: And how would Larry Lane go about 
curbing that type of violence at the 
wrestling matches? 

LL: Well, you just have to have better 
security. Bring in the security officers to 
keep the fans in their seats, and have them 
warned once or twice. If they get out of line 
again you just have to eject them from the 
arena. 

TWN: In school, teachers send out grades 
on how your doing with your studies. 
Would you be willing to grade vourself on a 
few areas of wrestling? 


LL: Sure, I'd really like to. 

TWN: Fine. First, your willingness to 
travel? 

LL: My willingness to travel is probably 
my biggest downfall. I would have 
probably been farther ahead in the 
wrestling business if I would have been 
willing to travel, but I’m kind of a 
homesteader. I have too many roots to be a 
world known wrestler. I'd certainly stay in 
one area to wrestle, and that’s the big 
downfall. The more places you travel and 
wrestle in, the better chance you haye at 
getting on the top. I'd probably say a C on 
that area. 

TWN: Now, your ability and willingness to 
stay within the rules of the game after an 
opponent has broken them, 

LL: There again, I like to wrestle by the 
rules and usually do wrestle by them. Yet 
again, you can only take so much when 
wrestlers start abusing you. That’s when 
you start using fire against fire. But let me 
go back and say that I think the strongest 
weapon a wrestler has is his ability to 
wrestle. I think that a wrestler can beat a 
brawler. I think a wrestler can beat a 
streetfighter. I think a wrestler can beat a 
karate man. So, I try to stay to wrestling, 
as that’s what I do best. If I started 
kicking, slugging, pulling hair and pun- 
ching, I would be out of my element. I 
would say a very strong A or very strong B 
on staying within the rules. 

TWN: Your willingness to mingle with 
wrestling fans by signing autographs, 
posing for pictures and just talking and 
speaking with them. 

LL: There again, I like the fans a lot. I'm 
probably basically a shy person so I guess 
you have to give me a weak B or high, 
strong C. I like the fans, but sometimes I 
get caught up in the matches beforehand. 
Some people would think I’m stuck up, but 
really I’m just nervous about my match. 
After the matches I’m tired and it’s no 
disrespect to the fans. As I said, they are 
great. Sometimes I don’t take the 
necessary time to mingle with ‘em. So 
either a B- or C. 

TWN: Fine, now your willingness to work 
with the magazines, newspapers, etc. 
LL; I like to get along with the press as 
much as possible. They help you an awful 
lot, and any time they help you, I like to 
help them. I have never refused an in- 
terview, and I have never refused any 
paper coverage. If people want to talk with 
me from magazines or newspapers, I will 
always talk with them. 

TWN: Let’s for a minute go back to when 
you mentioned you like to stay within the 
rules. Isn’t it true that recently though you 
have changed from a fan favorite to a 
person who will break the rules if given the 
chance? 

LL: Well, I will say just this. I just like to 
wrestle and it doesn’t matter who I wrestle 
in the ring, whether it be Wahoo McDaniel, 
Scott Casey, Ricky Romero or on the other 
hand Tully Blanchard, Tank Patton or 
whoever. I just want to go out in the ring 
and wrestle the toughest opponents they 
ae offer. I just want to get to the top of the 
pile. 

TWN: Isn’tit true that you appeared in the 
wrestling movie, PARADISE ALLEY? 
LL: Yes I did. Oh, I just loved doing if. It 
was one of the greatest experiences ever in 
my life-time. 


i 


TWN: Would you consider doing another if 
offered the contract? 

LL: Yes, I had a good, fun time, 
Everything was great, and I got to see 
what Hollywood was all about. It was a 
great experience. Yes, I would do it again 
if asked. 

TWN: Currently you’re wrestling out of 
the San Antonio office. What does Larry 
Lane feel is the strong point of the 
wrestling office? 

LL: Right now I think their strong point is 
they have some of the very finest wrestlers 
in the world. I’ve wrestled in a lot of 
places, and as far as a strong over-all 
card, the San Antonio Booking Office has 
the strongest that I’ve seen. And the 
second thing is that they wrestle in some of 
the finer places in the United States. 
TWN: How do you feel about having the 
SIN (Spanish International Network) 
Channel 41 hooked up with the office? 
LL: Well, I think it’s great, Anytime that 
anything like this is hooked up I think the 
better coverage you will get. I’m all for 
any additional coverage you can get 
whether it’s radis, TV or magazines. 
TWN: Where did you attend college and 
what was your major and minor? 

LL: I attended college at the University of 
Northern Colorado in Greeley, Colorado, 
My major was Physical Education and my 
minor was Industrial Arts with a coaching 
emphasis. 

TWN: And what are your interests away 
from wrestling? r 
LL: My biggest hobby is collecting old 
Winchesters and fishing. Of course, 
coming from Colorado that is fairly 
natural. I love fishing for rainbow trout in 
the streams, 

TWN: When and where were you born? 
LL: I was born in Paonia, Colorado on 
January 6, 1945. 

TWN: Is there any certain type of music 
you enjoy over others? 

LL: Absolutely. I’m strictly Country and 
Western. That’s the only kind of music 
there is!! 

TWN: You're so right Larry. Are there 
any favorite singers you enjoy above the 
others? 

LL: Going right down the line, Merle 
Haggard, George Jones, Johnny Cash. I’m 
strictly for the old solid country stars. I 
don’t care who they are. 

TWN: And your opinion on Loretta Lynn, 
the Country Queen of Nashville? 

LL; Loretta Lynn, as far as I’m con- 
cerned, is the girl in my life when it comes 
to country music. 

TWN: Are you married and do you have 
any children? 

LL: Yes, I’m married and have one 
daughter. 

TWN: Does Larry Lane have any goals for 
the future? 

LL: Absolutely. Right now I’m trying to hit 
wrestling as hard as I can. I feel like I’m 
right in the prime of my life and I’m going 
to hit hard for the next 3, 4 or 5 years and 
try to look for a shot at the Southwest 
Heavyweight Championship and the world 
title too. I'm definitely out to gain a name 
for myself, 

TWN: Thank you so much for this in- 
terview and good luck in the future. 

LL: You’re very welcome. Thank you. 
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A.W.A. ALL STAR WRESTLING - TOP 
RATED GRAPPLING SHOW IN MANY MARKETS 


By James C. Melby 


One of the oldest and most 
successful television wrestling 
programs is A.W.A. All Star 
Wrestling. The history of the show 
dates back to the early fifties, when 
the preliminary matches were 
telecast live from the weekly cards 
held at the old Minneapolis 
Auditorium. 

Early stars of this wrestling 
program included matmen such as 
Verne Gagne, Pat O’Connor, Bronko 
Nagurski, Joe Pazandak, Ivan & Karol 
Kalmikoff, Leo Nomellini, Dick 
Raines, Abe Kashey, Roy McClarty, 
literally a who was who of wrestling 
from that time period. 

By the late fifties seperate t.v. cards 
were being filmed in a Twin Cities 
television station, and shown on the 
various cities which make up the 
A.W.A. 

Many different markets make up 
the A.W.A. All Star Wrestling 
Network. They include Minneapolis- 
St. Paul, San Francisco, Denver, 
Green Bay, Milwaukee, Rockford, 
Omaha, Sioux City, Austin, Eau 
Claire, Peoria, Duluth, and Chicago in 
the United States, plus Canadian 
cities, Winnipeg, Toronto, and Ottawa. 

And each of these different markets 
have proven to be a huge success for 
the A.W.A. Each of the town’s ratings 
sheets show that wrestling is either 
number one or two for the time spot it 
is shown in. In fact in overall station 
ratings the A.W.A. All Star program 
ranks up there at the top in ratings 
along with professional football and 
baseball. I’ve had the experience of 
being told by more than one A.W.A. 
‘promoter that if their time spot is pre- 
emptied by other programing that the 
local fans light up that station’s 
switchboard with protest calls. Station 
managers have learned the hard way 
that it isn’t wise to tamper with the 
scheduling of A.W.A. wrestling action. 

The ingredients for the great 
success of this show seem to be the 
basic format. Each televisied bout is 
followed by interviews of the major 
A.W.A. wrestlers. In addition to the 
studio bouts, the A.W.A. owns their 
own video taping equipment which 
allows them to capture the color, 
excitment, and action from the more 
important arena matches. These 
highlights are often spliced into the 
studio matches and shown throughout 
the A.W.A. 

The man who for many years was 
the voice of A.W.A. wrestling was 
Marty O’Neil. Although he retired 
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Gene Okerlund interviews A.W.A. World's Heavyweight Champion Verne 


Gagne. It is his leading questions and probes that prompt the wrestlers to 
open up in front of the cameras for the large viewing audience at home, who 
enjoy watching A.W.A. All Star Wrestling. 


from broadcasting a few years ago, he 
still is involved as the St. Paul, 
Minnesota A.W.A. promoter. He was 
well liked by the wrestling fraternity 
for his talent of interviewing. No 
wrestling broadcaster has ever topped 
Marty’s ability to bring out the 
extremes of each wrestler’s 
personality and inner thoughts 
through thought-provoking questions. 

Back in 1972 Marty was joined by 
Rodger Kent in covering the wrestling 
action. Like Marty, Rodger has an 
outstanding sports broadcasting 
background. He at one time was the 
host of the popular ‘‘Outdoor 
Funland,’’ television fishing program 
seen on Twin Cities’ sets, and has 
spent a lot of time covering auto 
racing. 

The man who has stepped into the 
actual interviewing of the wrestlers 
after the bouts is Gene Okerlund. Like 
his co-workers Gene was a well known 
voice before covering wrestling. He 
has acted as program director and d.j. 
on top radio stations such as WJOB in 


Chicago, and KDWB and WDGY in 
Minneapolis-St. Paul. Much like 
Marty O'Neil before him, Gene always 
seems to know just the right question 
to really open up each of the wrestlers 
that he is interviewing. 

Another important member of the 
team is Al DeRusha. Although he does 
the ring announcing, it is what he does 
behind the scenes that makes the show 
tick. For over twenty years Al has 
been working hard with Executive 
Producer Verne Gagne, and 
Promoter-matchmaker Wally Karbo 
to make sure that things are not only 
run smoothly, but also presented in a 
professional manner, making use of 
all of the latest television technique 
and capabilities, such as freeze action, 
and video tape replay. 

There is no faulting the succesful 
formula of the show, or its results. 
Being one of the oldest long running 
shows of its type, the A.W.A. show has 
been imitated by just about every 
other wrestling promotion presenting 
grappling action on television. 


< me or 
Marty O’Neil was still the commentator of the show when Norman Kietzer 
presented the late Bill Kuusisto, far left, and Wally Karbo, far right, with 
plaques inducting them into The Wrestling Writers Assosciation Of 
America’s Hall Of Fame. Marty was well known to Twin Cities sports fans at 
the time for his coverage of not only wrestling, but also basebball and 
mere: Over the years he had broadcast literally every type of sport on T.V. 
and radio. 


This is a behind-the-scene look at a Dino Bravo interview as itis being taped. 
The studio audience can watch not only the interview as it is being 
conducted, but also watch the floor director and camera person in action. 


Al DeRusha does a sound check on 
the ring mike before the taping of an 
A.W.A. All Star Wrestling program. It 
is Al's many years of television 
experience and know-how that bring 
the polished and professional logk to 
the show. If there is a new technique 
that can be used in filming a match, 
Al is sure to be up on it and make 
sure that it is implemented into a 
program. 


color to the show, giving exciting 
move by move commentary of the 
T.V. matches. Another veteran of 
broadcasting, he has been an on the 
air personality since the late forties 
in the Marine Corps, Mr. Kent is quite 
knowledgable about professional 
wrestling. 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE 41 


~ THE MOONDOGS ARE NOT JUST A COUPLE OF 
MANGY MUTTS By Tom Burke 


When I first saw Rex and King, I said to 
myself, ‘‘Well, this is it. The most unique 
tag team duo that I have ever en- 
countered.”’ But wait, I said after seeing 
them wrestle several times. Take away all 
the growling, barking, hissing and bone 
chewing and what you have are two of the 
roughest competitors that I have seen in 
one hell of a long time. 

Their actions in the ring sometimes over 
shadow their wrestling ability and en- 
durance. I am not saying that their actions 
in the ring are justified, however, I am 
saying that both of the guys have a lot of 
talent and if you don’t think so just sit back 
and really watch them work as a team. 

Under the banner of Capt. Lou Albano, 
who has been known to dig in to his little 
bag to pull out the most unusual assort- 
ment of proteges, the Moondogs have to be 
the top of the list of all time for the Cap- 
tain, or any other manager. 

A written account can’t tell it all. The 
photos with this article can really tell a 
story that this writer can’t say in words. 


— 
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BOB ORTON JR. - 2ND GENERATION RUFFIAN 


Photos By George Hill 


The climax of the evenings bouts in the 
Milwaukee Auditorium had arrived and 
the fans were bellowing their disapproval 
of the rough, tough master of mayhem, 
Bob Orton, Jr. As I raised my camera to 
record his angry response to the fans, he 
turned his attention to me and pointed an 
accusing finger at me. He turned his at- 
tention to me and shouted a threat, just as 
the flash went off. I was relieved when the 
ref called Orton to meet his opponent, the 
massive Al ‘King Kong’’ Patterson, whose 
power and size make him a particularly 
dangerous opponent. As [had arranged for 
an interview with Orton following his. bout 
I hoped that Patterson would drain off 
some of his anger and aggressiveness, 
before I was to meet him. It was the same 
old Bob Orton I remembered from his 
AWA days; methodical, relentless, 
brutally effective and with no mercy for 
his opponent. Orton started boring in 
immediately trying to get Patterson off his 
feet. Al is the ‘immovable force’ on the 
mat so Orton started the familiar 
punishment routine; bounding off the 
ropes, Orton sent elbow smashes to the 
chest and head, while sending circular 
rabbit chops to the back of the neck 
snapping the head back smartly. While 
bounding off the ropes from every angle 
punishing the upper body, Orton’s knee 
drives were brought into play as they 
pumped like pistons into the belly of the 
powerful Milwaukee heavyweight. Orton 
toppled Patterson against the ropes and 
with knee lifts to the head as Patterson fell 
to the mat where Orton wanted him. Orton 


needed to avoid Patterson’s dread bear 


hug, so he went to work on Patterson’s 
arms. Orton extended Al’s left arm and 
went to work on the joints with his forearm 
and knee as he growled threats. The 
punishment was beginning to get to Pat- 
terson and his face was a mask of pain. 
There was no refuge from the blows that 
Orton was on him until Patterson rolled 
into the ropes and gained his feet. Orton 
astonished everyone by charging Pat- 
terson on the ropes, pulling him to mid ring 
and after two shattering trips to the ring 
posts he lifted Patterson and slammed him 
for a pin try. Patterson hurled him off on 
top of the referee and again gained his 
feet. As Orton charged, Al caught him and 
flipped him over the top rope and was 
immediately disqualified. Bob landed on 
his feet and claimed his victory with a wry 
smile. 

I followed the grapplers at a discrete 
distance back to the dressing rooms. Orton 
knew I was going to interview him, but I 
did not know if his victory had put him in a 
better mood or not. I went through the door 
and met the big man face to face. I in- 
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troduced myself. Bob was in high spirits 
and freely answered all of my questions. I 
remarked on his devastating knee drives 
and his patented finisher the pile driver. ‘‘I 
can’t use it any more. It’s been outlawed, 
so Ihave to finish a man in other ways,” he 
said with a faint smile. I remarked that he 
seemed to have thought of several alter- 
natives and asked if he was satisfied with 
his win. “‘A clean pin or submission is 
always better, but I’ll take a win any way I 
can. I’m usually the guy that gets 
disqualified,’ he chuckled, “my style is 
very aggressive, but if you’re going to 


.make a success in wrestling either 


amateur or pro you've got to have some 
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‘tiger’ in you. It gets me into trouble 
sometimes and I get disqualified, but 
that’s because the ref doesn’t understand 
me,” again the wry smile. He continued, 
“You see you have to keep on top of your 
man, pressure and punish him any way 
you can and make him fight according to 
your game plan. You have to be able to 
take punishment, but you also have to be 
willing to dish out as much punishment as 
is needed to make the guy submit or to 
force the pin. Giving is always better than 
receiving in this game. No real pro goes 
out to cripple the other guy; the point of 
wrestling is to increase the pressure and 
make the guy say ‘Uncle’. If you do that 


right, he’ll remember and wonder if he has 
a chance against you next time you fight 
and it makes it easier to beat him. 

“Your speed and riding techniques in the 
ring indicate that you have had a very 
good amateur background in wrestling; 
has that been a help you you?” 

“Yes. Anyone who wants to go very far 
in pro-wrestling should get as much 
amateur training as he can. I had the 
advantage of having a Dad that knew 
every angle in the mat game and en- 
couraged and taught my brother and me. 
A lot of my amateur mat work was done in 
Florida, though we are Missourians: It was 
our home base in the late 60’s since my 
Dad was wrestling all through the south at 
the time. I had a good record as an 
amateur and I wanted to follow my Dad’s 
example as a pro. I was lucky to have the 
physical equipment to do it and I really 
enjoy my profession.” 

“What are the satisfactions?”’ 

“I like traveling and seeing different 
parts of the world. I like the excitement of 
the fans at a bout, even when they get on 
me for mussing up one of the ‘pretty boys’. 
Most of them secretly admire a tough guy 
who can handle himself in a fight. Frankly, 
that is one of the main satisfactions, 
knowing that you can take care of yourself 
in or out of the ring. Related to that is 
winning and knowing you're the best in 
what you do.” 

“Will you encourage your son to become 
a wrestler?” 

“T'll encourage my kid to do anything he 
wants to do and do it best. I want him to be 
able to handle himself if he needs to. I 
really would like him to be the best golf pro 
in the world, but he will have to decide. I’l] 
help just like my Dad did for me.” 

Orton is never too busy to help a talented 
youngster into the mat game. “‘I like to pay 
my dues. When I see a natural grappler 
like Ric McCord trying to break into the 
pros, I like to help any way I can. If the 
sport is going to prosper we need to show 
these youngsters the ropes. I’m never easy 
on a new man, but a bright man with guts 
will take the punishment and learn from 
Wine 

I have always been impressed by Or- 
ton’s tough wrestling style. He never 
waists effort, he moves swiftly and 
directly to the punishment that will give 
him the win. He does not engage in the 
phoney bluster of some matmen. He 
prefers to stay just inside the rules and 
always keeps in top condition, These are 
traits to be admired if not loved. The other 
side that our informal meeting revealed 
was the Bob Orton with a sense of humor 
and a dedication to the sport, to his 
colleagues and to his family. His stern 
honesty in the ring give the fans his best 
effort, the rookies a shot at a great 
wrestler and the chance to learn and his 
Dad and family his admiration and love. 
These elements are the measure of a man 
worth having as a friend...in short the 
measure of a man with soul. 


Cowboy Bob Orton Jr. with his mana 
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A huge crowd turned out in Flemmingsburg, Ky 


“Pistol” Pez Whatley. 


ger Izzy Slapowitz have become a very 
hated duo since campaiging in the rings 


of the 1.C.W. 
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i when Orton faced arch rival 
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Orton is about to deliver a devastating elbowsmashtothe Cowboy Bob did a lot of damage to special referee Bob 
throat of Ronnie Garvin. Roop when he gave him a piledriver on a steel chair. 
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Cowboy Bob Orton Jr. uses a bulldog headlock, one of his favorites moves, to wrap up another victory over a hapless 
opponent during an 1.C.W. T.V. contest. : 
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THE FINAL BELL SOUNDS FOR FORMER 
N.W.A. CHAMPION ORVILLE BROWN 


By Tom Burke 


The wrestling world lost one of its 
greatest champions on January 24th, 1981 
when former world champion, Orville 
Brown died at the age of 72 at Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri. 

Long before he entered the professional 
ranks of wrestling he was a star on the 
rodeo circuit. He began his career early in 
life after the death of his parents when he 
was nine years old. He did odd jobs on the 
rodeo circuit till he reached the age of 15 
when he became a performer in that 
grueling profession. At the age of 18 he 
made rodeo history when he was the first 
man ever to bulldog a buffalo. 

When he reached the age of twenty he 
retired from the rodeo circuit ‘and set 
himself up in business as a blacksmith in 
Kansas. It was while he was homesteading 
that he met wrestling promoter, Ernest 
Brown (no relation). Mr. Brown was 
impressed with Orville and convinced the 
former rodeo star that he was wrestling 
material. The mat promoter became in- 
terested in Orville after seeing him box in 
a local amateur show. Then while Orville 
was coaching youngsters the rodeo game 
by showing them how to bulldog steers, 
promoter Brown knew talent and decided 
that with a little polish that Orville would 
be a future wrestling attraction. 

The promoter was not wrong. Orville 
gave up his business and went into a 
training session which proved the mat 
impressario right. It was not long after he 
made his debut that the journeyman mat 
man accepted an invitation from then 
world champion, The Golden Greek, 
Jimmy Londos to become a sparring 
partner. The champion was training for 
his up coming match against his number 
one challenger of the day, Everett Mar- 
shall. 

What took place during the workouts 
upset the Greek matman to such a point 
that he had Orville Brown expelled from 
the training camp. The reason for the 
ouster of Brown was simple, he could not 
pin the shoulders of the ex rodeo star. The 
year was 1932. 

Demand for Orville Brown by promoters 
around the country was furious after the 
press leaked out the story that Brown 
could not be pinned by the Golden Greek. 

The nation wide tour lasted three years 
till Orville got his match with Jimmy 
Londos at the Olympia Auditorium on 
March 15th, 1935. It was a match pitting 
two of the best wrestlers around, and 
ended in Orville’s first defeat since he 
turned pro. Yet the loss was questionable. 
A rematch was held and the two battled to 
a draw. 

The sports media had been calling Or- 
ville Brown the greatest offensive wrestler 
in the world. 


After scoring a victory Orville Brown was presented his championship belt 


back on October 10, 1949, less than a month before the tragic automobile 


accident ended his wrestling career. 


Shortly after the Londos-Brown match 
the title changed hands from Londos to 
Danno O’Mahoney in Boston. O’Mahoney’s 
title reign was short lived since he lost the 
title to Dick Shitkat. 

Then on June 28th, 1940 the National 
Wrestling Association champion, Dick 
Shitkat met Orville Brown in Columbus, 
Ohio. The end result was a new champion. 
Brown held the champion all through the 
war years and in 1949 a match between 
him and the St. Louis born, Lou Thesz was 
to take place to determine the official 
champion of professional wrestling. 

The match was set for November 25th, 
1949 in St. Louis, however, the match never 


came off. Brown was injured in a near 
fatal automobile accident which ended his 
career as a top flight wrestler. 

However, he did not leave the wrestling 
scene. He became a promoter and an 
active member of the National Wrestling 
Alliance. 

An active member of his community and 
a devoted sponsor of youth and the young 
athlete, this former orphan who became a 
world champion wrestler will be missed by 
all his fellow wrestlers, promoters, fans 
and the people that he came in contact 
with over the seven decades that he lived. 
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BRET HART - A WRESTLING ACE 


In the mid part of 1980 the wrestling fans 
in the state of Georgia were seeing a young 
man that was becoming an instant sen- 
sation. His name is still remembered by 
the fans in that Dixie state. He is Bret 
Hart, the youngest of the wrestling Hart 
Brothers. 

Bret was doing very well in Georgia and 
had his eyes set on the state title. However, 
while he was wrestling in Macon one night 
he had a telephone call from his mother, 
The news was not good. Mom informed 
him that his brother, Keith was hurt in a 
match by Duke Myers. 

The old adage ‘‘Blood is Thicker Than 
Water” held true when Bret informed 
promoters Paul Jones and Jim Barnett 
that he had to get back home to Calgary, 
Alberta in Canada to take care of some 
family business. ‘ 

That family business was to get back to 
Calgary and take care of an ex-Marine and 
his manager, notably Duke Myers and Mr. 
John Foley. 

When Bret left Georgia he was still a 
Junior Heavyweight and when he got back 
to his home base he went all out to get 
himself into the heavyweight class so he 
could not only meet Myers in the ring, but 
also win the North American Heavyweight 
title from him. 

Working out, eating right, the former 
NWA Mid Heavyweight World Champion 
changed into a full fledge heavyweight 
wrestler. 

The end result was a clash between Bret 
and the wrestler from Alabama. Family 
revenge was made that night when Bret 
won the North American Heavyweight 
title. 

There is a lot more to the Bret Hart story 
than just that segment of his career. 

Bret is part of the Royal Family of 
Wrestling as Mr. John Foley says. The 
other members of his family are very well 
known in their own right. They are his 
brothers Smith, Bruce and Keith, along 
with his famous father, Stu. 

Coming from a famous wrestling family, 
it was only natural for Bret to carry on the 
family tradition and join the rest of the 
family in their trade. His training was ‘a 
family affair, but his style is his own. A 
lightning fast drop kick artist, this young 
Hart is flying through the air with great 
ease and speed knocking his opponents 
from one end of the ring corner to the 
other. 

Since becoming a professional, he has 
seen action in western Canada, the famous 
Hannover Tournament in 1979, Hawaii, 
Japan, Pacific Northwest and in the Peach 
state as we have mentioned earlier in this 
article. 

With winning the title he is seeing action 
against some of the best heavyweights 
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around. He has been able to keep the 
championship so far turning back such 
contenders as: The Cuban Assassin, Bob 
Outlaw Bass, Leo Burk, Big Mike Sharpe 
Jr., Hubert Gallant, David Shultz, Kelly 
Kiniski, Goldie Rogers and others. 

When I recently asked Bret what his 
ambition was, he looked at me and with a 
smile he said, ‘“‘Tom, I would like to be the 
first Hart to win the World Title.” 

“Harley Race is a good champion and I 
think that his luck is running out on him. 
Whether I meet him first, or one of my 
brothers, it is only a matter of time before 
he is defeated by one of us. When he comes 
into the area he steers clear from matches 
with us. He knows that we are not just 
good, but better, As for my wanting to be 


By Tom Burke 


the first Hart to win the title, it has been 
my boyhood dream to win the World 
Heavyweight Championship, so I hope 
your readers won’t think it selfish. My 
ambition to get that title gives me the 
determination to work for it.” 

The popularity of Bret is very high in his 
native Calgary, and elsewhere as well. He 
has that clean cut look that you can pick up 
on by saying to yourself that guy is cool 
just being himself, no plastic person there. 
With his wrestling ability added to his out 
going personality it is no wonder why the. 
wrestling world is buzzing about Bret 
Hart. 

The wrestling experts are watching Bret 
Hart going from a wrestling Ace to the 


King of the sport. 
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OF YOUR FAVORITE WRESTLERS FOR SALE BY MAIL 


ADRIAN ADONIS 
CO SCANDOR AKBAR 
[ANDRE THE GIANT 

C ANDRE & STRONGBOW 
C1 ANDRE & 4 LADY STARS 
CRAY APOLLON 

Cl SPYROS ARION 

O TONY ATLAS 

CRUBEN “HERCULES” AYALA 
C1 SHOHE! “GIANT” BABA 
0 BOB BACKLUND 

CI BACKLUND &SAMMARTINO 
CO JERRY BLACKWELL 

C2 NICK BOCKWINKEL 

C1 DINO BRAVO 

CD DICK THE BRUISER 

CO BRUISER FRANK BRODY 
O JIM BRUNZELL 

C CARLITOS COLON 
OOCOLON & THE INVADER 
CO THE CRUSHER 

CO FRED CURRY 

CO THE BLUE DEMON 

CO DOMENIC DeNUCCI 

O TED DiBIASE 

CO BOB DUNCUM. 

O BILL DUNDEE 

C JOSE ESTRADA 

RIC FLAIR 

C FRANCISCO FLOREZ 

CD DORY FUNK JR. 
(TERRY FUNK 

CO GREG GAGNE 

DO GREG & JIM BRUNZELL 
C1 VERNE GAGNE 

C TONY GAREA 

IGAREA & RICK MARTEL 
JOSE GONZALES 


O GORDMAN & GOLIATH 

O JOYCE GRABLE 

01 CRAZY LUKE GRAHAM 

QO) BILLY & LUKE GRAHAM 

C1) CHAVO GUERRERO 

CO) THE GUERRERO BROTHERS 
O EL HALCON 

O STAN HANSEN 

0 THE HANGMAN 


0 BOBBY “THE BRAIN” HEENAN 


O CHIEF FRANK HILL 

QO) INCREDIBLE HULK HOGAN 
QO) IRON SHEIK HOSSIEN 

O AUSTIN IDOL 

QO THE INVADER 

OS. D. JONES 

OVICTOR JOVICA 

QO) KILLER KAHN 

C1 LELANI KAI 

0 TOR KAMATA 

O ERNIE LADD 

QO MARIE LAVERNE 

O JERRY LAWLER 

CO) THE YUKON LUMBERJACKS 
O) ALBERTO MADRIL 

O CHIEF PETER MAIVIA 

CO CHRIS MARKOFF 

CO) RICK MARTEL 

OC) MIL MASCARAS 

CO WAHOO McDANIEL 

0) RICK McGRAW 

O EL MEDICO 

OC GORILLA MONSOON 

O THE FABULOUS MOOLAH 
O THE MOONDOGS 

CO) PEDRO MORALES 

QO PAUL ORNDORFF 


O KEN PATERA 

OC PAT PATTERSON 

O COWBOY TOM PRITCHARD 
QO IVAN PUTSKI 
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THAT JAUNTY JASPER - JUMBO 


By Gary Ballard 


Disney had an elephant called Dumbo 
TV showed a tough top named Columbo 
Rougher than both 
Bigger in growth 
Was the wrestler known as The Mighty 
Jumbo 


His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
christened him James at his birth. When 
he grew to gigantic proportions and 
became a professional wrestler, the last 
thing he figured the world needed was 
somebody else to entertain them called 
James or Jimmy Dean. The movies 
already boasted of a James Dean who 
moodily captivated feminine hearts as a 
Rebel Without a Cause, and the recording 
industry had a Jimmy Dean selling a few 
million discs about Big Bad John for them. 
There had been another huge grappler 
back in the thirties billed as Man Mountain 
Dean, so for a time he labeled himself Man 
Mountain Dean, Jr., which proved an 
unwieldy mouthful for an announcer to 
spew out or a marquee to exhibit. 

What should he call himself, he won- 
dered. His huge bulk conjured up visions of 
mountains and elephants all right. He was 
certainly a jumbo size. . .Hmm! He could 
bill himself as The Mighty Jumbo, which 
brought up an interesting point. The word 
jumbo entered the English language when 
P. T. Barnum, the famous American 
impressario, purchased the world’s 
largest elephant from the London Zoo in 
1882. Called Jumbo, the mammoth 
pachyderm sold tons of tickets for Barnum 
until September 15, 1885 in St. Thomas, 
Ontario when the elephant, walking along 
a railroad track, met a freight train as it 
came speeding around a curve. They 
collided head-on; Jumbo died almost in- 
stantly; the engineer died even quicker; 
and the locomotive and two cars were 
derailed. Jumbo the elephant achieved the 
status of legend, and his name came to be 
applied to any item or product much 
larger than normal. 

James Dean knew suddenly he had his 
ring name. He looked like a jumbo human 
plus as an extra advantage he possessed 
all the brashness necessary for self- 
advancement that Barnum himself had 
grown famous for. 

The Mighty Jumbo stood 6’3’’ tall and 
weighed anywhere from 485 lbs. to 650 Ibs. 
Not that his weight ever varied that much, 
but scales were hard to come by which 
would accurately tabulate his 
massiveness. Jumbo rather enjoyed the 
frustration he inflicted on ring an- 
nouncers. When they asked him what 
weight they should quote for him during 
the introductions, he’d chuckle and tell 
them, ‘Just don’t go over a thousand, and 
you'll be okay.’’ The hapless officials 
would eyeball the big fellow’s girth and 
pull a number out of their hats which they 


hoped would match the immensity they 
saw. Only Jumbo ever knew how close any 
of them came. A king-sized tape measure 
yielded up some of his vital statistics once 
when he wowed a convention of tailors 
with his 26’’ neck and 68” waist. 

Jumbo hailed fellows and well met them 
outside the ropes, but inside he 
steamrolled them flat with little mercy by 
throwing his ponderous bulk across their 
bodies after he’d flung them to a prone 
position in the center of the ring. Called the 
giant splash, this maneuver was 
popularized by that other super 
heavyweight, Haystacks Calhoun. Jumbo 
and Haystacks faced each other in a 
Miami Beach main event in 1965 which 
drew a turnaway crowd. 

For a number of years prior to his 
wrestling career Jumbo toured the 
country with a trained bear act. They were 
trained but not tamed. According to 
Jumbo he suffered from them twenty 
cracked ribs, more than fifty fractured 
bones and a network of sears so plentiful 
they couldn’t be counted. That was the 
reason he gave for wearing full-length ring 
togs: to cover his scars. At first he shaved 
his head, but he eventually gave that up for 
the same reason. Hideous scars across his 
scalp caused considerable discomfort to 
everyone who looked at them. 

Jumbo said he came from a place called 
Big Tree, Montana. It figures, sort of. The 
big man from Big Tree located in Big Sky 
country. And if you like, you can add to all 
that the big man with the big heart, Every 
year at Christmas no matter where he 
happened to be booked, Jumbo would dye 
his hair and beard a beautiful snow white, 
put on a bright red suit and search out the 


nearest orphanage or children’s hospital to 
play Santa Claus. One year he couldn’t 
rent a costume large enough to fit him, so 
he borrowed a sewing machine from the 
local promoter’s wife and stitched his own 
suit from scratch. 

When Jumbo retired from wrestling, he 
purchased the Ocala Caverns near 
Bellview, Florida, He dubbed the caverns 
“The Depths of Hell’’ and opened them to 
tourists. There he sold tickets for his 
caverns, guided tours throughout the 
unchanging Florida seasons and spun tales 
of the mat circuit whenever a traveler 
recognized him, which occurred pretty 
often, 

Gradually his hair and beard turned 
naturally snowy while his health also 
began to deteriorate. He refused to give up 
his yuletide activity, however, and each 
Christmas found him still delighting 
youngsters and older folks who were young 
at heart with his jolly. St. Nick im- 
personation. One holiday season his 
physician advised him to skip his 
traditional Santa characterization because’ 
his physical condition had been on the 
decline. Ignoring doctor’s orders, he went 
ahead as usual and ended up flat on his 
back for six weeks afterwards. That’s the 
kind of trouper he was. In wrestling, in 
Christmas festivities, ia life, Jumbo 
James Dean always gave it all he had! 

So that’s the tale of The Mighty Jumbo 

Who without fail or lots of mumbo, 

This Jimmy Dean 
So keen and mean, 

Could down a whale like a bowl of 

gumbo! 
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THE TAG WAR IN THE TRI-STATES AREA 


By Randy Monte 


IT HAD TO HAPPEN. 

For six months the Tag Team Cham- 
pionship of the tri-states hovered un- 
certainly between two teams. 

There were Ron Sexton and Hector 
Guererro, The iron man and the high flyer. 
Two young and popular wrestlers who had 
been highly successful as singles com- 
petitors before they teamed up. 

And there were Doug Sommers and Ron 
McFarlane, The Pretty Boy and the 
Handsome one from the stable of Skandor 
Akbar. 

The belts changed hands three times 
during the war era, and in the end, Sexton 
and Guererro held them. 

The prelude to the final battle came last 
December when Ron Sexton and Ron 
McFarlane battled in two different 
“winner takes all’’ matches. Ron Sexton 
won the first one on a reversal of a decision 
and the other battle was a time limit draw. 

It was decided that the differences 
between the two teams would be settled 
once and for all in a double chain match in 
Little Rock, Arkansas on January 6th. 

Both teams did their token number of 
pre-fight interviews and the night of battle 
sat like a giant pressure cooker over the 
entire tri-states area. 

The animosity between both teams 
formed a chill in the ring as the referee 
chained the four men by one wrist to a 
four-way chain. 

The rules of a chain match are simple: 
No disqualification, no stopping for blood, 
and the team that tags all four corner 
buckles in succession is the winner. 

Before five minutes had gone, all four 
men were bloodied from the punches each 
had taken with chain-laden fists. Neither 
team had an advantage. 

Hector Guererro is a bleeder. He had 
been cut with scissors in a match on 
television and the cuts have never been 
given proper time to heal. It is unusual to 
see him enter the ring without a bandaged 
forehead. 

When he bleeds, the blood gets all over 
him, trailing from his head onto his arms 
and chest in big, red blotches. 

To a couple of sharks like Sommers and 
McFarlane, Hector’s bleeding put them 
into a frenzy. Instead of trying to win the 
match, they proceeded to beat on the two 
bleeding opponents. 

Sexton and Guererro tried to tag the four 
corners on two different occasions, but 
were unsuccessful. 

When Sommers and McFarlane had 
beaten their opponents to a degree of 
blood, they tried to wrap up the match. 
Sexton and Guererro rose to the occasion 
and stopped them. 

On their third try, Ron Sexton tagged 
three corners and Hector Guererro 
finished it off. The popular champs had 
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The fans were behind the 
combination of Ron Sexton and 
Hector Guerrero 100% as they tried 
to maintain supremacy in the Tri- 
State area of Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
and Missouri. 


won! 

Then, the horror began. 

The defeated Sommers and McFarlane 
went crazy. They unchained themselves, 
then they unchained the victors. 

Ron Sexton, was thrown out of the ring 
and lay stunned on the concrete floor, This 
opened a two-on-one that left the bloody 
Guererro to face two men, each of whom 
was heavier than he. 

With the bell sounding and the referee 
pleading, Sommers and McFarlane 
whipped Guererro into the ropes and 
caught him coming off with a chain across 
the midsection. 

Although they were fined one thousand 
dollars each, Akbar’s team saw Hector 
Guererro, possibly the most popular 
wrestler in the area, lay still in the ring 
until after all the crowd had gone home. 

Ron McFarlane has since split company 
with Doug Sommers and is now teaming 
with Jerry Brown. They are forming a tag- 
team powerful enough to contend for the 
belts once again. 

Doug Sommers is now the main man in 
Akbar’s stable and has been feuding with a 
vengeful Run Sexton ever since the night of 


Ron McFarlane and Doug Somers in 
the long run proved to be just too big 
and rough for their rivals. lronicly 
when the war was all over with 
Sexton and Guerrero, they didn't 
have the belts in their possession 
either. 


that final battle. 

Hector Guererro is gone to parts 
unknown, It is my belief that he will head 
west to join his wrestling family in Los 
Angeles. 

Hectors’ departure saddens me. He was 
my friend and he always had time to give 
me an interview. 

But every war has its casualties, and 
this war was no exception. Now the fans of 
the tri-state area must get used to not 
seeing their spectacular hero fly through 
the air anymore. 

But there will certainly be other tag 
wars in the area. One may erupt when 
Tom Jones and Rufus R. Jones (no 
relation) begin teaming up. It is difficult, 
however, to imagine a tag-team war with 
the intensity of the one just past. 

The vacated tag titles were won in a 
tournament by Indian Chief Frank Hill and 
young Terry Orndorff. Their biggest 
threat is the team of Ron McFarlane and 
Jerry Brown. 

The names have changed, but the battles 
go on. It is only a shame that Hector 
Guererro’s name isn’t involyed anymore. 

Good-bye Hector, and good luck. 


COUNT BARTELLI - BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
HEAVYWEIGHT WRESTLING CHAMPION 


By Evan R. Treharne 


7 


at 


Should the name Geoff Conliffe be 
mentioned, hardly anyone would raise an 
eyebrow, but his ring name, Count Bar- 
telli, and every British wrestling fan would 
at once become interested. At the height of 
his career, Count Bartelli wore a mask, 
and this combined with the brand of 
wrestling, made him a favorite with the 
fans everywhere. 

Commencing in the sport, Bartelli 
weighed a mere 9 st. (126 lb.) and steadily 
built up to more than 16 st. (224 lb.) He is 
justly proud of his great strength, which he 
would often demonstrate by performing 
feats of strength in the ring before he 
wrestled. A keen physical culturist, he 
looks after his health and strength at all 
times. Little wonder after such a long 
career he is still champion, and after 16 
years as a masked man, he was finally 
unmasked by another masked man, Kendo 
Nagasaki. This contest was such a 
savagely fought battle, a lesser man than 
Bartelli would have quit the ring. But he 
continued, ever with the hopes of meeting 
and beating, the then, unbeatable Kendo 
Nagasaki, but this was not to be, and 
Nagasaki has retired owing to failing 
health. During a return match Bartelli had 
managed to force a draw against 
Nagasaki, but he wasn’t able to beat and 
unmask his greatest ring enemy. 

During his long ring career and many 
engagements all over the world, such as in 
the Far East, North Africa, Australia and 
Europe, Bartelli has had his full share of 
injuries, including broken ribs and a 
broken neck. Yet he still lives on as a 
reigning champion of his chosen sport. 


Count Bartelli shakes hands with Evan R. Treharne, the author of this article. 


.Born on January llth makes him a 


Capricorn, and it is well known people 
born under this star are very much a 
success at almost everything they tackle. 
Bartelli built himself a fine business in the 
car and garage world, but he sold all these, 
in order to be able to continue without 
interruption with his wrestling. 

Some years .ago he won a popularity poll 
conducted by RINGSPORT magazine, just 
as more recently, has the present British 
heavyweight champion Tony St. Clair. 

By present standards, Count Bartelli is 
by no means a giant at 5’10'%”’ and scaling 
around 15 st. (210 lb.) About three years 
ago, Bartelli reduced his weight in order to 
make an attempt at winning the British 
light-heavyweight crown, 14 st. (198 Ib.) 
but although he was extremely fit at the 
weight, he had lost some of his strength 
and he failed in this title attempt. 

Quite recently, I met Bartelli in the 
dressing rooms, just after winning a hectic 
match, and it was plain he is still a force to 
be reckoned with, judging by his sun- 
tanned body and the strength of his grip. 

Finding a very young fox cub, Bartelli 
fed his charge day and night as required, 
using a small teat and bottle. Tody, the cub 
is half grown, and they fight each day, and 
according to Bartelli the fox cub is win- 
ning, as its teeth get bigger and sharper. 

The next time you see Count Bartelli’s 
name on a wrestling bill, make certain you 
go along to see him in action. Unlike so 
many wrestlers today, he would only be 
too pleased to give his autograph to 
genuine wrestling fans. 


Count Bartelli has long been 
considered one of the finest 
heavyweights active in the rings of 
Great Britain. 


waits 2 m Cia 
The Count makes things very 
uncomfortable for ring foe “Big” 
John Cox with a grinding chinlock. 
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MIKE DAVIS - NO LONGER A ROOKIE 


By Vickie Lynn Goddard 


He strolled casually into the meeting 
room of the Perimeter North Inn and stood 
before one-hundred and fifty fans from all 
parts of the world, most of them un- 
familiar with the name of Mike Davis. 
Perhaps they had seen him in action if they 
caught the satellite program in their fair 
city, or maybe they had read over his 
name in recent wrestling results. But let's 
be realistic. He wasn’t a Harley Race, a 
Tim Woods or a Jack Brisco... But even 
these gentlemen would have had a 
problem keeping up with this lad on that 
sunny summer afternoon. 

In a few fleeting seconds, the handsome 
athlete had those people in the palm of his 
hand. And when the WFIA convention 
drew to a close, Mike had one-hundred and 
fifty more dedicated fans. 

Mike attended Lakeshore High School in 
Atlanta, Georgia where he actively par- 
ticipated in the athletic program. Football, 
baseball, wrestling and track took up all of 
his leisure time. To his honor and in 
reward for his ability he was recipient of 
the Coaches Award in his Senior year, In 
addition to this truly outstanding award, 
he was named Outstanding Offensive 
Lineman and obtained forty-five track 
medals to his credit. 

In the 60’s Mike became an avid 
wrestling fan as he watched the TV 
wrestling show and never missed a match. 
His interest brought him in contact later 
with men like Wrestling Il and Tommy 
Rich, who he claims as “foster parents” 
for their help and concern in the turning 
point of his career. ‘I probably wouldn’t 
be where I am today, had it not been for 
them,”’ he said, a calm assurance in his 
voice. 

Three times weekly Mike diligently 
prepares at the nearby gym on Del Mabry 
Avenue in Tampa. The two-hundred and 
twenty-two pound grappler explained that 
he works on two body parts per day, 
varying back and shoulders, chest and 
arms and legs. 

Learning is an essential part of being a 
devoted wrestler, and is something Mike 
tries to do in and out of the ring. He can be 
found watching other matches closely at 
ringside long after he is through for the 
night. He recently purchased a video 
machine so that he can replay his own 
matches to work on his self improvement 
plan. 

Injuries have not been uncommon to the 
twenty-five year old star. On a Georgia 
Championship interview with host Gordon 
Solie just last year, Mike succumbed to a 
fierce blow from behind by Gene An- 
derson. Within minutes, Ole joined forces 
with his brother and the Minnesota 
wrecking crew had demolished another up 
and coming athlete. The dislocated 
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shoulder and elbow curbed all of Mike’s 
ring activity for six cruel weeks, but 
certainly didn’t dampen his spirits. He still 
came to the matches to obserye, especially 
the Andersons’ affair, but also as a tool to 
learn the sport a little bit better. 

Fans are Mike’s favorite people. 
“They're special,’’ he smiled, a faraway 
look in his eyes, “because they are the 
most important part of wrestling.’’ It all 
falls right into place when you realize that 
Mike has been dealing with fans all of his 
life. His father is Jackie Davis, who before 
his retirement played outfield for the 
Milwaukee Braves. His influence on Mike 
as an athlete is quite obvious. Both of his 
parents have given undying support in 
Mike’s decision to choose professional 
wrestling as a career after recently 
graduating from Furman University in 
Greenville, S.C. I wasn’t shocked to find 
that Mr. and Mrs. Davis are Mike’s 
biggest fans. It’s not unusual to find them 
on the front row of ringside cheering Mike 
on to victory. I’m sure that to this humble 
wrestler, this kind of close family en- 
thusiasm means more than we could ever 
begin to know. 

There’s no doubt that Mike Dayis is on 


the move, and trying for that Florida State 
belt. In the first year of his career he has 
competed with the likes of The Freebirds, 
Superstar and Austin Idol. These men 
alone have probably helped Mike in 
competition more than many veterans of 
the sport. They’re tough and devious to say 
the least. 

Our hats are off to Mike. He was a 
deserving recipient of the WFIA Rookie of 
the Year award, an event I’m happy to say 
I shared in as Convention Coordinator. ‘‘It 
was an experience I'll never forget,’ he 
told me as he recalled the convention in 
Atlanta. “I loved it. The people were great, 
I felt like I belonged and it was totally 
different than what I expected.”’ 

Much can be said for the simple, yet 
confident and appealing grappler. His 
uncanny ability to relate so easily to 
people makes his fan appeal grow in leaps 
and bounds. And his ring style speaks for 
itself. 

The most important and most exciting 
portion of Mike Davis’ wrestling career is 
about to take place, however, for 
promoters and fans alike are watching this 
exuberant competitor and expecting great 
things of him. 


‘Mike gains the upper hand over opponent Charlie Fulton. Mike Davis relaxes at home by reading a copy of THE 
with a hammerlock. WRESTLING NEWS WRESTLING MAGAZINE. 


Mike Davis continues to work on Charlie Fulton's arm, the match between the two young stars of Georgia wrestling was a 


very fast-paced exciting contest. 
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THE PERPLEXING AUSTIN IDOL 


Austin Idol is one of the best com- 
temporary wrestlers in the world; and is 
one of the most complex personalities to 


ever grapple in the squared circle, Idol ' 


may be described as flamboyant, boastful, 
self-centered and extraordinarily ‘‘good 
looking”’. Most of all, “‘The International 
Heart-throb” is one of the most skillful 
wrestlers in the profession. Idol had been 
known as both a rulebreaker and a fan- 
favorite when he wrestled in Georgia. 
When he first came to Tennessee to 
wrestle he was a fan-favorite. Austin Idol 
defeated Billy Robinson, the C.W.A. World 
Heavyweight Champion, in a title match. 
Idol claimed as the new champion that, 
“he was a wrestler of a new style and 
concept.” He said that, “‘he was a man of 
the future, and that he would stop the 
flagrant rulebreakers in the region.’ Idol 
boasted that, ‘the was the man to 
revolutionize the sport.’”’ He believed in 
“fighting fire with fire’ and giving the 
outrageous rulebreakers “‘a dose of their 
own medicine.” Then due to an injury, Idol 
had to forfeit his title to challenger Bobby 
Eaton. Without any explanation, Austin 
Idol seemed to suddenly resort to 
rulebreaking tactics in the ring when he 
became active again. Observing the 
distinctive individual qualities of Austin 
Idol, it is obvious that he is trapped bet- 
ween insense incompatible feelings. Idol’s 
ego may be the reason for his constant 
changing in wrestling styles. Austin Idol.is 
a wrestler with an exceptionally enour- 
mous ego; the arousement of jealousies 
justify the differences in his character at 
different times. Idol has made accusations 
on television that have not been con- 
tradicted. 

Before the television cameras, and a 
television studio audience in Memphis, 
Tennessee, Austin Idol requested Lance 
Russell, commentator of Championship 
Wrestling, to show a film of a match 
between Jerry Lawler and Austin Idol. 
“We will view this film you have, we will 
see (A) Jimmy Hart jumping up on the 
ring apron and being some place where he 
doesn’t belong; (B) Jerry Calhoun, on his 
hands and knees, deliberately giving me a 
fast count! You have this on film and I 
want you to see it and everybody else to 
see it right now.” The film was televised 
and revealed the referee interfering when 
Idol was about to deliver a blow to his 
opponent. “Right there you can see it on 
the monitor yourself. Jerry Calhoun 
physically blocked the arm of Austin Idol 
when I was ready to hit Jerry Lawler,” 
continued Idol. ‘“‘Stop and think about a 
few things right now. Number one, if you 
stop and think back, Jerry Lawler and 
Jerry Calhoun are bosom football buddies. 
They played football every Sunday, every 
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By Howard Walsdorff 


Austin Idol flexes his muscles for our readers before wrestling a match in 
Georgia, photo above, while below we see him blasting away at arch rival 
Jerry Lawler during a bout held in Tennessee. 


week. One Sunday afternoon, Lawler 
happened to get his leg broken, maybe 
because Jerry Calhoun was too zealous; 
but nevertheless they did play football 
every Sunday for years. Number Two, 
Jerry Lawler is not only the one who 
started Jerry Calhoun in the wrestling 
business, he also started Jimmy Hart in 
the wrestling profession. Likewise, Hart 
with the great name of his rock and roll 
band, the Gentrys, went all aroynd the 
country to back up Jerry Lawler’s singing 
on a concert tour. Like I said, you have it 
right there; plain and simple. I am not 
concocting anything in my imagination. 
You saw the film, Russell, can you deny 
what you saw? Can you deny what I am 
saying is true? Can you possibly deny that 
Jimmy Hart was on the apron? Yes or 
no?’’ Lance Russell replies, “He was 
there!” Idol continues, ‘‘Can you deny that 
Jerry Calhoun was on all fours and 
deliberately tripped me and deliberately 
gave me a fast count? Yes or no?”’ Russell 
again agrees, ‘‘He did trip you and counted 
you out!”’ Idol turns and faces the cameras 
and says to the viewers, ‘‘The film shows it 


right there and (even) you can’t deny it. 
The only thing I am saying is, it is a three- 
way conspiracy, between Lawler, Calhoun 
and Hart. Jerry Lawler is so ‘hell-bent for 
leather’ to make his return the greatest 
thing that he has ever had and he is 
completely overwhelmed with the 
anxieties of someone’ spoiling his 
comeback dreams.” 

Austin Idol doesn’t like Jerry Lawler 
because likewise he (Lawler) possesses an 
enormous ego. A clash of egos justifies 
their mutual dislike for one another. Other 
opponents who project a more modest 
image would not bring out the same 
characteristics in Idol. Austin Idol always 
makes references to Jerry Lawler’s 
constant boasting, thus making him 
competitive. 

“Stop and think about this,’’ says Austin 
Idol before the television cameras, ‘‘Think 
about the stars that have come in since 
Jerry Lawler has made his comeback: the 
Dream Machine, Paul Ellering, Joe 
Leduc; they all have been defeated and 
Hart has been there each time. And the 
ultimate was to bring in the greatest star 


Austin Idol slips behind Killer Kahn and is about to snap on a hammerlock during a bout which took place in Forest Park 


of all wrestling, yours truly, Austin Idol to 
defeat him.” 

Every fan believes that Lawler and Hart 
both have the same objective which is to 
rid the wrestling profession of one another. 
However, Austin Idol now has made ac- 
cusations that have not been contradicted. 
Could it be possible that Lawler and Hart 
together have been deceiving the fans? Or 
is it possible that this deception exists only 
in the complex mind of Austin Idol? 

“Byen ‘I’, Austin Idol, fell for this hoax, 
this conspiracy,’ says Idol before the 
cameras. Nobody can deny what was 
revealed on the film; could this mean 
there really is a hoax? ‘Lawler, I hate 
your filthy, stinking guts!’’, shouted Idol 
on television. Could Idol’s hatred for 
Lawler make him imagine there is a 
conspiracy? 

Whatever the truth is, there is no 
denying that Austin Idol is one of the most 
exciting, talented wrestlers in the world 
today. It is a special treat to see Austin 
Idol wrestle as every fan who has seen 
“The International Heartthrob” knows 
well. 


Georgia. “The Universal Heart-throb” believes in giving 110% for his fans in big and small towns alike. 
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“PISTOL” PEZ WHATLEY TOPS THE MISER 
IN YELLOW PAINT CHALLENGE MATCH 


By George Hill 


Hi 
The Miser was shocked when it 
turned out that he was the one who 
ended up being painted yellow. 


The Miser and “Pistol” Pez Whatley had been having quite a feud in I.C.W. 
rings. Orginally the masked man gained the advantage when he defeated 
Whatley in a loser-leave-town contest. Pez returned as the masked Mr. 
Paducah, but lost once more in a mask vs. mask bout. The Miser challenged 
Whatley to a match in which the loser would be painted yellow, hoping to add 
the final humiliation to Pez’s wrestling career. 
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Masks are made of 


rae DESTROYER 
fee MASKS 
aie $4.95 EACH 


100 visibility. Ideal for 
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SKIERS -- Attention 


Perfect for you 


Conversation put v 
ewe? DESTROYER 


T-SHIRTS 
$6.95 EACH 
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THE INTELLIGENT 
SENSATIONAL 
DESTROYER 
OFFICIAL SOUVENIRS 
AVAILABLE 
EXCLUSIVELY FROM 
PRO WRESTLING 
ENTERPRISES 
USE THIS HANDY ORDER BLANK 
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PRO WRESTLING ENTERPRISES 
201 McCONNELL STREET, P.O. BOX 3325 
MANKATO, MINNESOTA 56001 


PLEASE SEND ME: 


———_——_ Destroyer Mask(s) @$4.95 each. 
with Oblack trim, Oblue trim, Ored trim, Ogreentrim 


Destroyer Pen(s) @$3.00 each. 


Destroyer T-Shirts @$6.95 each. 
DAdult Extra-Large ClAdult Large ClAdult Medium DAdult Small 
OChild Large(12) Child Medium(8) OChild Small(4) 


(O PAYMENT ENCLOSED or CHARGE MY OMasterCharge or OVISA. 


forciunes CUSTOMERS: SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER, EXPIRATION DATE, AND FOR MasterCard INTERGANK # ; 
Figen 


ALL FOREIGN PURCHASERS ADD $1.00 PER ITEM FOR ADDITIONAL POSTAGE. 


SWAP 'N SELL 


The Purpose of this section of The Wrestling News® Wrestling 
Magazine is to provide a market place for collectors of wrestling 
material through which fans may buy, sell, or exchange material. 
Pro Wrestling Enterprises and Wrestling Magazine do not in any 
way guarantee any of the offers made in SWAP 'N SELL. Any 
dealings you have with anyone listed in this column are atyourown 
risk, We do ask that if you have any complaints about any offers 
made that we be notified. 


if you are insterested in buying or selling wrestling items we will be 
happy to list you and your wants or offers in The Wrestling News® 
Wrestling Magazine's Swap 'N Sell section. There ts no chatge, but 
we require that all sellers provide us with samples of the items they 
are selling. The sale of photographs |s limited to those who have 
contributed high quality photographs to our publications on a 
regular basis. No other individuals selling photos may be listed in 
this column or in our fan club column. We will determine which 
material belongs in this column and which in the fan club column, 
Generally, Swap 'N Sell will be limited to officially produced 
souvenir material, programs, and magazines - while fan club 
,publications and’ pen pal wants will be listed in our Fan Club 
“columns. Remember that although we do our best to check out 
complaints, we do not in any way guarantee any offer made here 
and any and all orders you place are at your own risk. Ifyou havea 
complaint, write us with complete and specific details. When you 
respond to an advertisement in SWAP 'N SELL you should always 
enclose a S.AS.E. (self addressed stamped envelope) for the 
Person to usa in replying to you. 
WANT ADS 

The following people want to obtain certain items as listed in their 
meseaees: 


Marcy G. Zarate, 1920 San Carlos St., San Antonio, Texas 78207, is 
interested in buying programs from Dallas, Texas; the Omni in 
Atlanta; and pictures of The Fabulous Freebirds, The Mongolian 
Stomper, Dusty Rhodes, Robert Fuller, Ted DiBisse, and The 
Junkyard Dog 


Radries Carver, Rt. #5 Old Mayfield Rd., Paducah, “Kentucky 42001, 
wants to buy photos of Mr. Wrestling !!, The Fabulous Freebirds, Mil 
Mascaras, and Austin Idol. Also duplicate Wrestling !! and Mil 
Mascaras masks and films from Atlanta, Georgia, cards. 

Donna Morgan, P.O. Box 713, Hughes, Arkansas 72348, wants to 
buy # copy of The Wrestling News® Wrestling Magazine #63. Also 
pictures of Bill “Superstar” Dundee. 

Mr. Max W. Jacobs, Professional Sports Publications, 600 Third 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016, would like to purchase or borrowna 
copy of the book entitled "From Milo to Londos” thatwas published 
by Ring Publications. If you have a copy please write fo him, 


Midge Brown, 304 Second North St, Syracuse, New York 13208 
would like to buy photos and clippings on Steve Keirn, Tommy Rich, 
Robert Fuller, Rick Martel, Tony Garea, and Bob Backlund. 

Lisa Lemmon, 4110 Ward, Memphis, Tennessee 38108 would like 
to buy or swap pictures of Tommy “Wildfire” Rich, Rick Morton, and 
Bill Superstar’ Dundee, 

E.M. Edy, 15, Drummond Road, Guildford, Surrey, England wants 
wrestling results of Tony Charles in the Termesseg area, 

Rich Pupi, 999 Washington Ave, Monaca, Pa. 15061 is is 5 nterestd 
in obtaining results, programs, ‘and mainly photos from Florida, 
Georgia, and all W.W.F. areas, 

Tereza Gunter, 1017 Sharron Dr., Benton, La. 71006, wants to buy 
photos of Tommy Wright, Don Diamond, Ted DiBiase, Paul & Terry 
Omdorff, Paul Etlering, Tommy Rich, and Austin Idol. 


Christine Olson, 8007 East 0” Street, Tacoma, Washington 98404, 
wants to buy pictures, programs, clippings, aulographs, and 
anything else on Rip Rogers who is now wrestling in the |.C.W. 
PFCC, Derbin, Box 226, B81st Maint. Co, APO N.Y.09165 wants to 
buy Wrestling World and Ring Wrestling from “1969” and back. 
Also Detroit's Body! Press prowrains from '65 to '70. 


Mike Watkins, 301 | Emersorl Dr,, ‘Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39401, 
wants to buy the first issue of Inside Wrestling magazine. 


Daniel |. Billings, R.F.D. #1 Millay Rd., Bowdoinham, Maine 04008, 
would like to trade for results from Me., VL, N.H., Quebec, New 
Bolnswick, Nova Scotia, and for complete dated tithe historys. 

Mike Berger, 325 Carson Way, Puducah, Ky. 42001, iginterestedin 
purchasing wrestling programs from Madison Square Garden 


Mike Moritz, "16Cross Lane, Peekskill, N.Y. 10566, would like to buy 
any pictures or books which have Bruno Sammartino in them. 
Owen Joseph Fogot Jr., 3208 Ventura Drive, Chalmette, LA. 70043, 
would like to buy wrestling programs from Georgia, Madison 
Square Garden, Tennessee, A.W.A., Boston, W.W.A., Pittsburgh, 
Missouri, Texas, and Florida. Also photos of the top stars from eacg 
area listed. 

Renee’ Thums, Rt. L “Box 20, Westboro, Wisconsin 54490, is 
interested in buying any magazine featuring Buck Zum Hofe. Also 
any newspaper clippings, and photos of Zum Hofe, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Tito Santana, and The Crusher. 
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Roger Thomas, 38 Fostoria, Moundsville, W.VA. 26041, would like 
to purchase any programs, clippings, books, etc that have to do 
with Austin Idol, Mr Wrestling I, Tony Atlas, or Bob Backlund. 
Kim Mast, 306 West 21st, South Sioux City, Nebraska 68776 would 
like to buy any magazines, programs, newsletters, wrestling clips, 
and results from any fans. 


dit DeCristofaro, 26 Everett Drive, Rochester, New York would ike 
to buy: Wrestling Revue Jan. 1974, Wrestling Monthly Aug. 1973, 
and Wrestling Monthly Jan, 1974, 


Karl Robertson, 745 7th Street, Richmond, CA. 94801, wouldliketo 
buy wrestling masks, replicas or originals 


Paul Bradshaw, 29 Admiralty Street, Stonehouse, Plymouth PLl 
3RX, South Devon, England, would like to purchase back issues of 
U.S, wrestling magazines that feature articles and photographs of 
male and female midget wrestlers in the U.S.A. 

Pam Hobbs, R.R. #1, Box 229-A, McKee, Ky. 40447, would like to 
buy pictures of Bill “Superstar” Dundee. 

Trina Pruitt, 2837 N.W. 15th, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107, 
wants to buy pictures, clippings, or anything else on Ron Starr. 
Lynn Jones, 2515 Community Park Drive, Stallings, N.C. 28105, 
would like to buy newspaper clippings, photographs, and anything 
else connected with Ricky Steamboat. 


Chuck Perdue, R.R. #11, Beattyville, Kentucky 41311, wants to buy 
pictures and story articles concerning Angelo Potfo. 


Peter Viturale, 14 Valley View Dr., Westfield, Mass. 01085 wants to 
buy! Madison Square Garden program from Monday, May 22nd, 
1978, also films from wrestling in the Mid-Atlantic, Georgia, 
Florida, A.W.A,, and W.W.F. 


Steve Obey, Route 2, Box 144, Hinckley, Mn. 55037, wants to buy 
clippings of advertisements for wrestling cards from newspapers 
from any area other than Minnesota. 

Nancy Heiney, 13th & Fairmont Sts, Apt. M-25, Whitehall, Pa. 
18052, wants to buy photos and information on Larry Zbyszko. 
Leroy DeDominicis, 2705 Circle Drive, Monaca, Pa. 15061 would 
like to buy photos, posters, programs, books and anything else on 
Seats Billy Graharn. 

Pam Fischer, 1173 Martiniques Dr, Marion; Ohio 43302, would iike 
to buy magazines, articles, programs, or photos containing Kevin 
Sullivan and/or Bret Hart, and would like to correspond with fans 
who can provide information on their matches. 

Aaron Price, P.O. Box 429, Windsor, New York 13865, would like to 
buy clips, programs, and photos of the LC.W. 

Dabbie Parrish, 120'S. Balliet St., Frackville, Pa. 17931, would like 
to buy any photos of Rick Martel & Tony Garea. 

Kent Lestrud, R. 1, Box 49, Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007, would like 
to buy newsclips of A.W.A. wrestling, 

Greg Abramson, 227 Dogwood Drive, Shreveport, LA. 71105, would 
like to buy clippings of wrestling cards from N.W.A,,A.W.A., W.W.F., 
Georgie, des? and ones 


Sheryl Dunn, 308 - Bth St, Greenwood, Ms. "38930, acti ke t to 
sexi Bieeress clippings, wr wrens Bill Aupersiar’ PU se: 


David Payne, 210 Cornell Drive, Rocky Mount, N. c. 27801 vette 
like to purchase any wrestling items of Rick Flair - such as 
mpecarines; Devaar, chips, Bhotos, sc 

David Eubanks, 148 Westover ‘St. Hampton, ‘Va. 23669 wants 
clippings of wrestling cards and results from North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Toronto, Cannada in exchange for the same from 
Virginia, Also will purchase photos of Ric Flair, Greg Valentine, 
alain Snuka, Austin Idol, Ricky Steamboat, and Hulk Hogan. 
Steve Augell, 26 Stockton St., Fall River, Mass. 02721, wants to buy 
Bmm movies of wrestling matches, 

Clara Sowers, 507 S. Market, McArthur, Ohio 45651 wants to buy 
pictures, pin-ups etc, on Ted DiBiase, Steve Keirn, Mr. Wrestiing!l, 
Wenona Little Heart, and Sue Green 

K.C. Montgomery, 19419 Fairport, Detroit, Michigan 48205 wants 
to buy films, photos, clips, programs, and information on Lei Lani 
Kai, Bunny Love, Joyce Duncan, and Toni Rose, 


Aaron Price, P.O, Box 429, Windsor, N.Y. 13865 wants to buy 
programs from Madison Square Garden, The Spectrum. 
Milwaukee Auditorium, The Cow Palace, Hollywood Sportatorium, 
Cook Convention Center, Mid-South Coliseum, and Martin Luther 


Jeff ‘Walton, who is associated with the wrestling promotion in Los 
Angeles, offers the following official souvenir items for sale by mail. 
Wrestling photo buttons featuring Chavo Guerrero, Tom Pritchard, 
Al Madril, and John Tolos — $1.00 each. Championship Wrestling 
Stars magazine Magazine featuring the top stars in southern 
California — $1.50 each. Rare program from the famous 1971 
.Blassie-Tolos match held in the Los Angeles Coliseum — $2.50 
each. And he also has Los Angeles programs going back to 1970. 
Just send $1.00 and the date of each program wanted. He charges 
an additional 50¢ per order to cover postage and handling. You can 
send your order and payment to Jeff Walton, P.O. Box 64345, Los 
Angéles, California fon 


li you are interested in British wrestling we suggest RINGSPORT 
which is published by Evan R, Trharne. Cost is $10 for an eight 
issue subseription (or £5 for British readers). He also has sall girl 
combat book for sale for $1.00, He asks that on orders from the 
United States and Canada dollar bills be sent in payment. He does 
not accept payment in checks, money orders, or coins, The 
address |, 5 Stockland Street (R), Caerphilly, Mid-Glam, Great 
Syiain GIB 16D, 


For ‘sale - The very y First issue n of ‘Wrestling ‘Monthly - “Only $10 per 
copy, including postage. Hurry it you want one because the supply 
is limited. Order from. Wrestling Monthly, Box 452, Pleasantville, 
New York 10570. 

Terry’ “Machalek, 488 “Jefferson ‘Avenbe,. Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada R2V ON2 charges $1,00 for a copy of his complete photo 
list 


Yes, you can subscribe to the official Major League Wrestling 
programs published by Pro Wrestling Enterprises, Just write to us 
at Box 3325, Mankato, Minnesota 56001 for complete details on 
collector's subscriptions and back issues. Many major A.W.A., 
N.W.A, and W.W-F. (including Madison Square Garden) programs 
are available from us 

GLOBAL WRESTLING isa fobr naa vpewsletter ‘filled with world 
wide reports, news, nostalgia, and a wrestler of the month profile. 
Cost for a single copy is 75¢ anda S.A.S.€ It can be ordered from 
Tom Burke: 31 Groveland Street, ‘Springfield, Mass. oF 108) 
Also: — indapentientl infesting ptopranié walslabla! ror Tory 
Promations, P.O. Box 945, Springfield, Mass. 01101 for 50€ plus. 
S.AS.E (Amateur publications, not typeset. Somewhat like fan 
club bulletins ~ no major wrestling stars on cards.) 

Professional Wrestling Belt Buckle - Spectacular silver belt buckle 
with black lettering and picture. For sale by mail for $6.00 which 
includes postage. Order from: Boyd Pierce, Box 388, Burleson, 
paee 76028. 


John Lawson fas both rele ier black aid white: photos for sale. 
For list send S.AS.E, to him at 618 South Center Street, Terre 
Haute, Indiana 47807 


For color and black and white photos of N-W.A. stars photo listsend 
25¢ to Kathy Dowd, 1368 Lafayette #9, Denver, Colorado 80218, 
Gene Gordon has three lists of wrestling photos available: girls, 
men, and midgets. For each list send two 10¢ stampstohim at413 
N. Deal, Dewtons Noun Carols BESS: 


Dave Camnaror, “340 ‘Salisbury Road, “Birkdale, “Auckland, New 
Zealand, offers color and black and white photos of all wrestlers 
who have visited New Zealand over the past forty years. Write him 
for his isting. 


Brad Spoounen) 1313 Portlock. Rd, ‘Chesapeake: Va. 23324, | is 
selling his collection of 300 wrestling magazines trom 1967 to 
1979) Send him s.a.s.e. for Nstiog and prices 

Dave ‘Hull, 84 Lammerhaven Ct. “San Tose, California 95111 Says 
he has a copy of the first issue (Fall 1959) of Wrestling Revue, Send 


Frank Berger, 211 Needles Trail, Longwood, Florida 32750, ie 
offering newspaper ads and results of Orlando, Florida, matches. 
Send him es * re ios details. 

Russell Plumer, 39 ‘Ellwood. “aventiey "Peterborough P. E. 2BLX, 
England is offering copies of “Wrestling Scene” official publication 
of British Joint Promotions for $2.00 in dollar bills only. (No checks 
or rmoney, orders will be accepied: ? 

Nathan Golden, 18 Derbyshire Ph, Utica, N. Y. 13501, says that he 
has about 50 wrestling magazines for sale. Send him S.A,S.E. for 
eral 


Paul Mutkern, 1426 Columbia Rd., South Boston, Mass, 02127, 
says he has over 250 wrestling magazines and programs from the 
Boston Garden fram 1972 to 1980 for sale. Send S,A.S,E. for a 
Complete list 

5. MacGregory, Box 59, Harrison, New York 10528 says he has 
wrestling magazines for sale - some rare. Offers a giantlistinreturn 
fora 5 ASE. 

totaal atv. 12005 ‘AiGersx Apartment #3, North Hollywood, 
California 91607 is interested in trading wrestling matches from 
television that are recorded on VHS video casettes. Particularly 
interested in matches from Georgia, Florida, and Canada. Will trade 
for wresving 4 Boning mngatchiey tron is ANEEIES, 


Walter F Kosiba ir, Box 25, Uxbridge, ‘Mass. 01569, offers a listo 
wreaing magazines he has for sale in return for 4 S.A.S.E- 

Pete Couthard, 226 Maygatt Road, Amenia, N.Y. 12501, is selling 
clippings - mainly pictures cut out of wrestling magazines. Send 
him = A.S.E. for compere, sereiise 


Scott Hyatt, P ° Box ‘962, ‘Dept. ‘12, “Bloomfield, CT, 06002, is 
salina wesiate TORRE IES sere him sus S.E. for details. 

If you wish to be fisted in this ‘coun tend your advertisenient 
typed on a 3' by 5 index card to Wrestling Magazine Swap 'N Sell, 
Box 3325, Mankato, Minnesota 56001. Sellers must furnish a 
sample and be willing to answer all responses they receive that 
include S.A.S.E. We reserve the right to reject and advertisement 
for any reason, and to condense,delete parts, or change wordingot 
any advertisement as we see fit. There is no charge for 
advertisements as this column ‘< run strictly as a service for our 
many readers who collect wretling material. 


RINGSIDE CARDS FOR WRESTLING NOSTALGIA 


After stamps and coins, about the 
fastest-growing and most lucrative 
collector’s hobby in the Untied States 
today is trading cards. Sports heroes have 
been the chief subject matter for these 
advertising premiums, and they appear 
mostly in bubble gum, though they have 
been known to promote everything from 
pre-World War II cigarettes to slurpy soft 
drinks in convenience stores. 

The card-collection faithful gathers in 
“conventions” all over the country, which 
are little more than flea-market type 
sales. Here sports items such as jerseys 
and autographed baseballs are sold; but 
the cards are ‘‘where it’s at.”’ Cards priced 
in the hundreds of dollars are commonly 
shown and a few rare goodies valued in the 
thousands appear from time to time. 

Though sports figures are the chief 
subjects, they are mostly from baseball 
and football. Wrestling fans, however, 
might like to collect the cards of wrestlers 
from their pro-football days. Wahoo 
McDaniels, Ernie Ladd and Angelo Mosca 


are some of the personalities available. ; 


Ladd’s card, actually, is worth a bit since 
it comes from a hard-to-find series. 

There are five wrestling stars, though, 
who appear as wrestlers on trading cards. 
They were part of a two-part series called 
“Ringside’’ put out by Topps bubble gum 
in 1949 and 1950. There were 96 cards in the 
two sets, with grapplers included in both 
sets, two in the first group issued and three 
in the second. All others were boxers with 
the exception of a lone referee — boxing of 
course. 

Unlike the full-color cards that came 
later, these are printed in three colors or 
four at the most, giving them an ‘‘antique’’ 
rotogravure look. Biographies are on the 
back, as usual. Vital statistics — height, 
weight, date of birth — are included on 
some cards and not on others. 

In choosing the stars who were to ap- 
pear, the gum people apparently were 
attempting to give a cross-section of the 
professionals active at that time. No world 
champions are included, and Gorgeous 
George, a household name in those days, is 
conspicuously absent. 

The best-known of the group was 
probably Antonino Rocca, and his card 
featured the only action shot. He is shown 
in one of his famous aerial splits. Rocca 
was one of the most popular wrestlers of 
all time, and his name was a guarantee of 
a full house, 

Don Eagle’s card features the best color 
printing of the group. The son of a Mohawk 
Chief who also wrestled professionally, 
Don was the prototype of the modern In- 
dian wrestler, wearing his feathers into 


the ring. He also helped along the craze for 


the Mohawk haircut that was the bane of 
parents and teachers during the fifties. 


Ilio Di Paolo is not as well known as the 
others, since many of his honors were 
earned in Europe. He overcame a 
childhood siege of polio and a leg injury 
while a boxer to win both Italian and 
European grappling championships — one 
of the greatest comeback tales in the sport. 

Great premiums are paid by collectors 
for mistakes, such as misprinted stamps 
or double-die coins. Our group of trading 
cards has a ‘‘goof-up’’ too. On the Dusek 
Brothers card (incidentally the only group 
shot), the caption on the front indicates 
that the brothers pictured are Randy and 
Emil. A look at other photographs from the 
period proves that is is really Rudy and 
Ernie. The mistake is corrected on the 
rear of the card. This family is still active 
in the sport, with young Frank burning up 
the .circuits as a ‘pretty boy”’ villain 
known for his expensive ring wardrobe. 

Speaking of pretty boys brings us to our 
last personality, Gene Stanlee. He is 
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pictured in ring jacket and is the only one 
of the group to wear a championship belt 
for his photo. Despite his rulebreaker 
habits, Stanlee contributed much to the 
sport by proving the value of body-building 
to the grappling game. 

The balance struck in putting out the 
trading cards was a masterpiece of public 
relations, There were three cards 
featuring fan favorites and two featuring 
rulebreakers. There was a big box-office 
draw (Rocca), a glamour grappler 
(Stanlee), an ethnic wrestler (Eagle), a 
family group (the Duseks) and a young 
European star who also wrestled in this 
country (Di Paolo). 

The “‘book” value of the five cards is 
fifty cents to one dollar each. If you want 
only the wrestlers, you may have to pay a 
bit more to have someone break up both 
sets. But the price of these bits of nostalgia 
is well within the reach of the average 
wrestling fan, 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH TI 


Q: Welcome Tiger, to our magazine. 
Could you tell us how long you’ve been a 
professional wrestler? 

T: For six years now, Kathy. 

Q: Was there any amateur background 
in wrestling for you? 

T: No, not that 
background. 

Q: Since you’ve been a pro wrestler for 
six years, has Tiger Jr. held any titles in 
the business? 

T: Yes, let’s see. I was World’s tag team 
champion with Steve Keirn. I was T.V. 
champion in Florida. I was a Florida Tag 
Team champion with Dusty Rhodes. I was 
the United States champion here in Texas, 
and was also the Texas tag team cham- 
pion. 

Q: Which title did you enjoy the most? 

T: The one that really meant the most to 
me was the World’s Tag Team title: with 
Steve Keirn. We defeated the Anderson 
Brothers — Gene and Ole. Every other tag 
team that was a top contender came in to 
and tried to defeat them but WE were the 
ONES that were SUCCESSFUL at doing it. 
And we did it on T.V.!! I'll never forget it 
because I was part of it!! 

Q: Why did you choose wrestling as a 
career over another profession? 

T: It was quite well known that I had to 
follow in my father’s footsteps. 

Q: Did he have a lot of influence on you 
choosing this career? 

T: Sure. Quite a bit, though it was my 
choice mainly. He wanted me to go the 
other way when I told him I wanted to 
wrestle, he was right there to lend me a 
helping hand, give me some constructive 
and good advice. He really helped me a lot. 

Q: Was there anyone else who helped 
with your training? 

T: Well, Lou Thesz has really helped me 
in my training. He sent me to India right 
after I had two pro matches. I went to 
India and toured over there. 

Q: Out of all the areas you’ve wrestled 
in, which did you enjoy the most? And why 
is that? 

T: Well, I enjoy being here at home, but I 
also enjoyed the Mid Atlantic area. I was 
there longer than anywhere else I’d ever 
been. I learned a lot there too. 

Q: Which move do you enjoy using the 
most? 

T: Oh, I’ve used the Flying Headbutt off 
the top ropes and it’s been successful for 
me. Most people use the headbutt from in 
the ring, but when one uses leverage from 
the top rope, believe me an opponent can’t 
go anywhere but down. 

Q: Out of all the wrestlers today, who 
would Tiger Jr. name as the top five in 
wrestling today? 

T: Besides myself? 

Q: Yes, besides yourself Mr. Conway. 

T: I’d say the world’s champion Harley 
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Race, he’s tough; maybe Gino Hernandez, 
Mark Lewin — even though you never 
really can tell which side of the ring he’s 
going to be coming out on from one week to 
the next. It’s like a record, if Lewin can 
turn once he can turn a second time too. 
And the Anderson brothers too. 

Q: Can you enlighten our readers a bit on 
your early years as a wrestler? 

T: In my early years I traveled a lot and 
I think I learned a lot. That helped with 
part of my success today. Every time I 
saw my father wrestle I learned something 
new too, and this helped me a lot. 

Q: What is your opinion of the violence of 
the fans who attend wrestling? 

T: When I go into the ring and wrestle 
someone for a title, the fans sometimes 
show you a hate for that certain other 


wrestler. Sometimes though the fans are 


so much more violent than stepping into 
the ring itself. Sometimes it really scares 
me to get into the ring to wrestle with the 
people throwing things like bottles, cups, 
cans, marbles, whatever, 

Q: I’dlike you to grade yourself on a few 
areas of wrestling. First your willingness 
to travel. 

T: 100 percent or A. I know what it takes 
to be a top contender and sometimes you 
have to give up things for that. That’s one 
thing you need to do. I know that and if you 
must, you must and I will do it! 


GER CONWAY Jr. 
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Q: What about talking with your fans 
and signing autographs and etc.? 

T: I’ve always did that because my fans 
are the fans who seek behind me, support 
me and cheer me on in the ring. I’d have to 
say an A for sure. 

Q: And now, working with the media — 
TV, radio, newspaper, magazines, etc.? 

T: That’s a hard one because the way I 
say to the person always seems to come 
out another way. You get misquoted a lot 
of the time. More likely it will be an A. 

Q: Away from wrestling what are some 
of the hobbies you enjoy? 

T: I like to Bass fish and hunt. There’s 
not too many hobbies I can do away from 
wrestling. One time we started to 
macrame and I never had done one before. 
I did make many nice things for my 
friends. It was really interesting. You 
know traveling down the road, and putting 
together a gift for someone meant a lot to 
me. 

Q: Who is Tiger Conway Jr. the person? 

T: Well, I think I’m a great person. ’'m 
my own man, I don’t Jet anyone else make 
my decisions, I do it. 

Q: Is there any type of music Tiger likes 
over others? 

T: No, I like most of them, it depends on 
my mood, 

Q: When and where were you born? 
T: In Houston, Texas on May 18, 1953. 


MARTIN SISTERS ARE 
NEWEST TAG TEAM OF 
LADY WRESTLERS 


The above photo of Kathy and Judy Martin, 
taken by ace photographer Gene Gordon, is the 
first shot of the newest tag team active in the 
lady wrestler ranks. The two grapplers hailing 
from Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, are the first 
sister tag team since Bette and Rita Boucher 
wrestled a few years ago together. Judy has been 
wrestling professionally for a number of years 
and has already held the coveted World's Tag 
Team Title for a period with partner Le Lani Kai. 
Now that sister Kathy has turned pro and joined 
her, Judy is hoping to once more win the title. 
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EUROPEAN WRESTLING NEWS 


Over the years Germany has been a 
leading place for professional wreslting. 
Situated in the center of the continent, the 
country has attracted wrestlers from the 
neighboring countries and from all parts of 
the world. Particularly this was the case in 
the fifties and innumerable are the 
wrestling aces from all over the world who 
have wrestled since in the country. 

Reginald Siki, Joe “Bull” Komar as the 
naturalized Americans Dick Shitkat, Hans 
Kampfer and Henri Milo Steinborn could 
be watched here before the war, the world 


champs, Frank Sexton and Verne Gagne , 


followed later as did John Swenski, Primo 
Carnera, Gene Dubuque, Frank Valois, 
Ted Christy and numerous others. From 
Japan came Shozo Kobayashi, Antonio 
Inoki, Tatsumi Fujinami and a host of 
others, also Australians and the leading 
South Africans. Germany saw in all the 
years, many of the leading matmen from 
all parts of the world. No wonder that 
Americans also were interested in 
wrestling in the country, as from German 
tournaments came such famous names 
like Billy Robinson, Karl Istaz-Gotch, 
Geoff Portz, Ed Carpentier and more who 
later decided to become permanent 
residents in North America. 

For some decades there was a wrestling 
boom in Germany. Spectators could 
watch, throughout the year, numerous 
tournaments held in different towns. The 
big wrestling centers like Hamburg and 
Berlin had tourneys which lasted three 
months and the fans could watch, during 
this period, wrestling evening after 
evening in their town. It was the prime of 
pro wrestling in the country. But the year 
1977 became a turning-point for this good 
business and it would be interesting to 
know that a single man was able to bring 
the business nearly to a standstill. This 
wrestler-promoter traveled with a team to 
the large towns and also numerous small 
places. Quacherious they offered with bid 
advertisement a show which was none 
other than a miserable performance of 
wrestling. Second-rated wrestlers, a 
bloody battle, women and a wrestling bear 
did theirs. The spectators, after a visit of 
such a show uttered, ‘‘Wrestling? At no 
time more!"’ Soon other promoters began 
to experience shrinking attendances as a 
result of these poor exhibitions. So they 
were forced to give up most of their places. 
As a result, many strongholds of wrestling 
including Hamburg, Berlin, Frankfurt and 
Munich have had no shows for several 
years. 

Only few places have endured this 
decline, the fans here were not influenced 
from these piteous shows in their at- 
tachment to the sport and adhered in faith 
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to their promoters. One of these few places 
is Hanover, a town which promoter Ed- 
mund Schober has made into the wreslting 
town No. one in Germany. 

His tourneys for the WORLD CUP with 
wrestlers from all parts of the world lasted 
always around 50 days and had an at- 
tendance between 120,000 and 150,000 
spectators. As a result of illness, Shober, a 
member and co-worker with the National 
Wrestling Alliance, was forced to retire. 
Fortunately, he found an excellent suc- 
cessor in Heinrich Kaiser to be the new 
promoter in the town. Heinrich Kaiser 
continued the series of successful tourneys 
and last year the fans could watch once 
more, wrestlers from overseas, as there 
were Salvatore Martino-Bellomo, Chris 
Colt, The Intelligent Sensational 
Destroyer, Big Jim Harris, Takashi 
Ishikawa, Louis Laurence, The Great 
Malumba, Moose Morowski, Atsushi 
Onita, King Parsons, Tom Shaft, Kim Duk 
(otherwise known as Tiger Toguchi), Bob 
UFO Dellaserra and Ed Wiskoski. It looks 
that also the coming tourney in 1981 will 
become one of the most important in 
Germany. Promoter Kaiser has traveled 
overseas, like his predecessor, to look for 
new and attractive wrestlers. 

If anyone speaks about wrestling in 
Germany, then Bremen, the large city in 
the Northwest of the country, should not be 
overlooked. Bremen has reached the 
position of the leading place in the scene. 

From the beginning of the century, 
wrestling shows were held in the town and 
many famous names were competitors. 
Besides this, some wrestlers from Bremen 
in those early days, Paul Bahn, Ludwig 
Stoll and Paul Wolke, were well known 
throughout the continent. Only few people 
will remember Paul Bahn as_ the 
heavyweight arrived in January 1911 in the 
United States and introduced himself as a 
useful performer with first wins against 
W. Waffles and Carl Pons in Chicago. Paul 
Bahn was worthy enough to be paired with 
Frank Gotch. The world champ became 
the winner in that match March 16 at 
Chicago, the injured Bahn needed some 
time to recover. Then he continued his tour 
and besides some wins he attained draws 
against the leading matmen of that period 
like Charles Cutler, Dr. Ben Roller and 
Hjalmar Lundin. One of his conquerors 
was the famous Pole, Stanislaus 
Cyganiewicz (Zbyszko) who was on the 
way to top honors. 

By the way, in February i911, Paul 
Schmidt, another German, went to the 
States. On March 2 in Buffalo, Schmidt 
was the opponent of world champion 
Frank Gotch. After World War No. One we 
find both, Paul Bahn 'and Westergaard- 
Schmidt as he called himself now, com- 
peting in a bigger tourney at Bremen. Paul 
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Westergaard-Schmidt was at this time and 
for the coming years, together with Hans 
Schwarz, Sr., the most famous German. 
He became winner of the tournament 
before the Russian Romanoff and Paul 
Bahn, 

But this Paul Bahn was already a good 
representative of wrestling and so we find 
him the following year in his native-town, 
Bremen, the winner over his countryman 
Karl Saft from Breslau, another wrestler 
with experience from American rings. 
Behind them followed in the ratings the 
young Hans Steinke from Stettin, who was 
on the way to become a leading one in his 
country. Hans Steinke and his less famous 
countryman Richard Schikat soon set out, 
in 1923, for the States, which became their 
native land. 

Bremen continued as the site of many 
important tourneys. After World War No. 
Two there were two annual events. The 
boom continued for some years, but then 
wrestling attendance fell off in Germany 
and Bremen was no exception, In addition 
the existing hall was pulled down. After 
four years of wrestling abstinence, in 1965 
Gust] Kaiser, the grand old man of 
wrestling in Germany and world-wide 
known for his famous shows, revived the 
sport in Bremen. In a four day tour- 
nament, Gustl Kaiser presented such 
excellent and efficient athletes as Horst 
Hoffman and Hans Rocks from Germany; 
the Hungarians Gedeon Gida, Josef 
Kovacs and Joschi Molnar; Sean Regan 
from Ireland; Scotsman Jan Campbell and 
Ray Golden Apollon from Trinidad. But 
the attraction was Mr. Oddjob, at that time 
a real drawing card for all shows because 
he became known world wide in his part as 
body-guard in the James Bond picture 
Goldfinger. We remember Oddjob, the 
former weightlifter Harold Toshiyuki 
Sakata and winner of the Silver medal of 
the Olympic games. The hall was sold out 
all four days. 

Only a few weeks later it was Nicola 
Selenkowitsch who undertook the risk to 
bring another wrestling tournament to the 
town. 

Nicola Selenkowitsch, from Yugoslavia, 
was himself an experienced wrestler but 
had to retire after a bad accident in the 
ring and a long stay in the hospital. But 
Selenkowitsch had made enough ex- 
periences as a wrestler that his first 
tourney in the new built Town Hall became 
a success. The following years he 
presented 25 successful events. 

One of his most successful events was 
the tourney for the European cham- 
pionships 1979 of the middle and 
heavyweights. Many leading names were 
amongst the competitors. Appropriate was 
the run of the fans. Champ of the mid- 
dleweights became Wolfgang Saturski, son 


of unforgotten Rudi Saturski and of the 
Bavarian Boys in the USA, before the 
British light-heavy king Tony St. Clair and 
Bobby Gaetano as Steve Wright, the 
British wrestling ace, and rough Rasputin 
II from Ireland. The heavyweight division 
Saw the Russian strongman Iwan Strogoff 
the winner against John Quinn from 
Canada followed by the Columbian Billy 
Samson and Micha Nador. 

It was an error to suppose that this 
jubilee tournament 1979, the 25th of the 
promoter in Bremen, would have been the 
most successful of him in his residence. 
His following tournament last year 
became the most productive up to now 
under the mastery of Nicola 
Selenkowitsch. Engaged was an excellent 
cast for the ring and the most interesting 
field of competitors. The lighter division 
saw Biko Botowamungo (Zaire), Barry 
Douglas (England), Bobby Gaetano 
(France), Indio Guajaro (Columbia), 
Rasputin II (Ireland), Tony St. Clair 
(England), Eddy Steinblock (Bremen), 
Steve Wright (England) and the European 
champ Wolfgang Saturski. The heavies 
saw Johnny el Corso (Spain), Michael 
Schneider (Munich), the European champ 
Iwan Strogoff and the world champion 
Otto Wanz (CWaA-version). To this 
renowned competitors were associated 


from overseas James J. Dillon, E] Mongol: 


and Ed Wiskoski from USA. Canada was 
represented by Bob UFO Dellaserra and 
another was Takashi Ishikawa from 
Japan. The list of competitors was headed 
by the rough Canadian Moose Morowski 
and the masked Super Destroyer, before 
successful in Florida. 

With this field of competitors, the ex- 
perienced promoter would have his most 
successful tourney in the Town Hall, The 
success was so great that the promoter, in 
cooperation with Hans Claussen as the 
manager of the hall, transferred the final 
day to the big hall with an attendance of 
8000 seats. For those unfamiliar with the 
way a continental tourney is conducted, it 
is usual for these regular tourneys to be 
held at present for a period from one to 
eight weeks, Bouts are held every night in 
the week including Sundays, with 5 or 6 
bouts to a program. 

It’s the skill of the promoters to put 
together interesting programs to fill the 
halls with enough spectators. You find 
here second-rated. shows with an at- 
tendance of 500 to 1000 spectators at the 
best, those with a better level-standard 
have 2000 to 4000 all the nights. The 
smaller hall at Bremen has an attendance 
of nearly 3000 seats. This year the at- 
tendance of the hall was nearly always 
good and frequently sold out. The final day 
saw the efforts of the promoter and 
director Hans Claussen rewarded with an 
attendance of around 800 spectators. After 
the hopeful booking in advance there was 
the evening no more tickets were available 
and the show sold out. A reason for this 
frequentation was also the proclamation of 


a world championship bout between Otto 
Wanz and his Canadian challenger Steve 
Pearsay from Monkton, New Brunswick. 
Interesting to know that Antonio Inoki, 
who was brought out here in some bouts, 
had a smaller attendance, also the ad- 
verlisement was considerable. Amongst 
the fans were some who had traveled 
hundreds of miles to Bremen, but they 
appeared to see the closing of an important 
event. 

The evening before saw amongst the 
lighter division a vehement final bout for 
the win of the tourney between popular 
Wolfgang Saturski and his opponent from 
the USA, the Super Destroyer. It was a 
hard bout and the German lively, en- 
couraged by the crowd, became-+the winner 
after 23 minutes. The final ratings of the 


_lighter division was Wolfgang Saturski the 


winner before Super Destroyer, Tony St. 
Clair with Bobby Gaetano, Steve Wright, 
Rasputin Il and Biko Botowamungo. Ed 
Wiskoski, before in Hanover a proud 
second prize winner, found too strong 
opponents and left the tourney before as 
did James J. Dillon. 

The final day saw first Bob UFO 
Dellaserra and the Spaniard Johnny el 
Corso in the ring. UFO, who grew in course 
of years here to a well known and popular 
wrestler, and his opponent decided an 
interesting fight. After 13 minutes pinned 
the bulky Spaniard, UFO on his shoulders, 
the referee declared him the winner, but 
the sympathy of the crowd belonged to the 
Canadian, For the second bout entered two 
unpopular wrestlers to the ring, the 
Russian villain Iwan Strogoff and Moose 
Morowski, the arch enemy of the fans. The 
bout was for the win of the heavy division. 
It became the awaited unfair battle and 
Iwan Strogoff, the strong villain, became 
overtrumped in roughness and irregular 
attacks by the Canadian. The fans turned 
their sympathy to the Russian, an unusual 
role for Strogoff. The bout lasted 23 
minutes, then Morowski climbed the ropes 
to jump on his opponent.on the floor, But 
Morowski failed and Strogoff used the 
opportunity to grasp his opponent and turn 
him on his back. Strogoff, all the weeks 
before a hated one, was now the hero and 
had big applause. This bout decided the 
competition of the heavies, Strogoff gained 
the first prize before the ruffian Moose 
Morowski, who had his second rank to 
share with Johnny el Corso. Bob UFO 
Dellaserra and Indio Guajaro followed in 
the ratings. 

An outstanding bout followed between 
the wrestling artists Steve Wright and his 
countryman Tony St. Clair followed. Both 
knew how to inspire a pretentious crowd. 
Wright, a master in the art of wrestling, 
had the better end after 14 minutes. Then 
found the fans their pleasure with a tag 
team bout between Bobby Gaetano and 
Wolfgang Saturski against the unpopular 
ones Indio Guajaro and Rasputin II. In 
view of the big crowd offered both teams a 
bout enriched with all the amusing gags 


that gave the fans a big laugh. The crowd- 
pleasers Gaetano and Saturski were the 
popular winners after 15 minutes, 

The crowd looked eagerly for the 
preliminaries following bout for the world 
title CWA-version. The title-holder, Otto 
Wanz, well known to the fans as their hero, 
while the Canadian, Steve Pearsay and his 
manager Fred Major. both the first time in 
Germany to wrestle. The Canadian turned 
out to be a husky opponent. He preferred 
more the hard way as a technical style. 
But this was enough to dominate the 
champ for some rounds and bring him into 
trouble. Manager Fred Major seconded his 
man also from the ring side. The 74 year 
old manager proved to be an exceedingly 
person. Otto Wanz had his second in his 
friend Wolfgang Saturski while Rudi 
Schulz-Marco was an energetic special 
referee. Finally in round ten Wanz looked 
recovered from the punishment of his 
opponent and the Austrian now had the 
upper hand and attacked the Canadian, 
who looked to be in good condition without 
signs of fatigue. The bell chimed in round 
eleven as Wanz grasped the leg of the 
challenger. This leg hold was so ineluc- 
table that manager Fred Major threw the 
towel for his protege. It’s hard to describe 
what happened after the successful title 
defense of the Austrian. A hurricane of 
applause roared through the hall and as 
most of the spectators had left the hall, 
was the new and old champ at the ring 
side, surrounded by his followers who 
hindered their hero to leave them. for the 
dressing room. 

The numerous followers of wrestling 
who arrived from far off and near all 
witnessed the most outstanding event of 
the year. Wrestling has now, as before, a 
leading rank in the show business and 
nothing lost from its popularity if 
presented like in Bremen first-class. 
Promoter Nicola Selenkowitsch and 
director Hans Claussen can be proud of 
their success and to haye given their 
faithful public such an excellent event. 
Was Hanover in the past by his annual 
mammoth tournament the No. one 
wrestling town in Germany? We find now 
Bremen, thanks to the efforts of the 
promoter and manager of the hall, also in 
the position of a leading place in the 
country. Encouraged by the new and 
outstanding success the organizers an- 
nounced for 1981 a super show as promoter 
Nicola Selenkowitsch, here the most 
important promoter, will bring out many 
new names including some from the USA 
and other parts of the world. 
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MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
OFFICIAL WRESTING PROGRAM 


SUBSCRIPTION 


Yes, you can now order a special collectors 
subscription to the Official W.W.W.F. Madison 
Square Garden Wrestling program direct from 
the publisher. Each Madison Square Garden 
program has a full color glossy cover and at 
least 16 pages containing the complete official 
line-up of matches, photos and stories on all 


the top stars on the card, 
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MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
BACK ISSUES — $2.00 EACH 
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O#17-January 22nd, 1979 
O#19-March 26th, 1979 
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O#33-May 19th, 1980 
O#34-June 16th, 1980 
DO#SHEA-August 9th, 1980 
(0#36-October 20th, 1980 
O#37-December 8th, 1980 
O#39-February 16th, 1981 
O#40-March 16th, 1981 
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INFORMATION 


Order your subscription today and we will start 
it with the current issue. Programs are always 
mailed promptly when printed; however, we 
cannot guarantee that the postal system will 
always get them delivered prior to the date of 
the Madison Square Garden card. So, if you 
attend wrestling at Madison Square Garden, 
purchase your program there. 


Cost of the subscription is $12.00 for the next 
12 issues. 
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